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The Problem of Presenting the Life of Jesus 
to the 


High School Students of the Philippines. 


Part I The Philippine Archipelago 
Lying to the southeast of the great continent of 


Asia and occupying much the same relative position as 

the West Indies to North America, the Philippine Islands 
extend between the meridian of 116° 40' and 126° 34' east 
longitude, and between the parallels of 4° 40' and 21° 10! 


north latitude. The Archipelago occupies such an enviable 
position with regard to the countries of the Orient that 

it is fittingly described as the "Trade Gibraltar in the 
East."+ It is a little over 100 nautical miles from the 
northernmost islands to Formosa and approximately 800 miles 
to the Japanese mainland. The Dutch East Indies lie but 

a few miles to the south, with French Indo China to the 
West. 


Part II Religious Background of the Filipinos 


A. Primitive Customs and Religious Beliefs. 
While it is true that the term Filipinos usually 


signifies the so-called Christianized descendants of early 
Malay invaders, and that it is with these people that the 
government and the missionary are chiefly concerned, yet the 
lesser fractions of the whole population are full of inter- 
est. There are only one million non-christians today in 

the Philippines. Four hundred and fifty thousand of this 
number are Moros or Mohammedans, The rest of the popula- 


tion are Roman Catholics numbering about eleven million of 


1 "Commercial Handbook of the Philippine Islands" 
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them. 
The question is often asked, "what was the religion 

of the Filipinos prior to the Moslem and Christian eras or 
to the Spanish occupation?" The question would now assume 
tremendous proportions if we were to seek to answer it in 
detail. However, a brief portrayal of cheir early customs 
and religious practices will give a better understanding of 
the people which should be taken into account of the study 
of their conversion to the Christian faith. 

1. The Negritos 

Mr. William Allen Reeat has made a study of the 
tribe of the Negritos. They are polygamous if they can 
afford che luxury, but only the wealthier men can support 
more than one wife. "All evidence goes to show that the 
Negritos are virtuous". Death is the penalty for adultery, 
though offenders usually buy off the aggrieved parties. A- 
mong the pygmies in the mountains of Bataan sexual relations 
outside ot marriage are exceedingly rare. A young girl sus- 
pected of it must forever renounce hope of finding a husband,” 
The Negritos rarely lie. Everybody accepts without question 
the word of his neighbor. Alcoholism is unknown, excepting 
where it has been introduced by other races. Murder almost 
never occurs, the Negrito being exceptionally peaceable in 
disposition. Theft may be punished by death, but the usual 
punishment of the guilty party until the debt is paid. 

2e The Igorrotes 


The next group are the Igorrotes. They are a more 


1 "Philippine Ethnological Survey Publication" 1905 
2 Montano, Voyage and Philippines, p. 71. 


formidable race of savages. They are as decidedly a moun- 
tain people as the Negritos are forest dwellers. The Igor- 
rote is found in the lofty Cordillera that runs northward 
through the body of Luzon. There are several tribes, each 
having its own habits, customs, and dialect. They are of 
medium stature, with strong marks of Malay blood in their 
forms and features. Ethnologists are inclined to regard 
them as aboriginal Malays, strongly mixed with Chinese blood. 
It was believed that Spain drove many Chinese to take refuge 
in the mountains of Northern Luzon, and it is known that they 
lived among the Igorrotes. The Igorrote is sturdily indepen- 
dent. During the Spanish regime, three Spanish governor- 
generals tried to add to their military laurels by conquer- 
ing them, and defeat attended each attempt. Friars have 
exhausted every effort to reach the Igorrote, but entirely 
in vain. He still lives and hunts, and takes the heads of 
his enemies in the tribal race feuds, exactly as he did when 
Spanish occupation began. 

He is usually a peaceable savage so far as outsiders 
are concerned. Only when they mix in his quarrels do the 
Igorrotes trouble other races. He is trusted entirely by 
those who know him best. They are hard working ¢specially 
on the farm, but with a few coins over and above present 
needs, they quit and enjoy their gains. However, on their 
own lands, nearly all of which they rescue from steep hill- 
sides by a laborious method of terracing with stone walls, 
they work with patience and really skillful hands. Dr. Bar- 


rows says, "fhe Igorrote is the only scientific agricul- 
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turist which we have discovered in the Philippines." They 
carry water for irrigating these pitiful little patches, in 
ditches of their own devising around mountain sides, and 
across valleys even, by means of pipes or stone sluices 
carried on pillars of rock. Two or three crops a year are 
wrung from these bits of hillside terraces, and carried hun- 
dreds of feet up or down to the huts of the tribe. 

An excellent study has been made by Mr. C. R. Moss, 
of the Kankanay and Nobolvi Igorrots. Mr. Moss has collected 
a remarkable list of one hundred and twelve Noboloi laws 
covering marriage, divorce, parenthood, property, witch- 
craft, slander, theft, gambling, house-breaking, methods of 
trial, and punishments. In case of violation of these laws, 
the pronouncement of judgment was frequently left to gods. 
For example in the trial by kilat, the men who had quarreled 
sat together, while an old man put an iron bar sharpened at 
one end on the head of each, striking it a sharp blow. The 
men being tried said, "You sun, cause che blood to come from 
the head of the one who is at fault." The man who bled the 
more lost the suit. 

Wrestling was often used to decide the truth of an al- 
leged debt, each man calling upon the sun to aid him because 
the side was right. Or the two disputing parties might sit 
back to back about forty feet apart. An old man gave one 
camote (sweet potato) to each. Then both prayed, "You sun, 
if it is my fault, may I be hit with the camote." The priests 
pray to the sun, moon, and some ot the constellations, as well 


as to the stars as a whole. They also worship earthquakes, 
1 "“Kankanay Ceremonies and Naboloi Law and Ritual.", Univer- 
sity of California Press, 1920. 
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typhoons, thunder, and clouds. ‘he old men teach that the 
sky is another world, inhabited by people similar to the 
people on earth. They believe that there is another world 
underneath, inhabited by people who have tail. The sun 
shines on earth by daytime, and on the under-world by night. 
The following vivid tale well illustrates the belief regard= 
ing the under-world, which is held in varying forms by all 
Igorrots, by Rev. Rene Michielsons. 

When a man dies, his soul, "first plunges into the 
depth of the sea for vuhe space of ten days, after which he 
revurns to his cabin, where he finds the bench before his 
door overturned, by which sign he knows that he is dead, 
where he rejoins his ancesvors. and fellow country=-men who 
died before him. From time to time, however, he returns to 
his native village wandering about his domestic hearth, 
walking through the rice fields and working good or ill to 
the living according as they are friends or enemies. 

"Tn order to beguile the time in the subterranean cav- 
verns in which he spends eternity, he builds a home similar 
to the hut of the tribesmen. Four trunks of trees to support 
the roof of dried grasses, and a few bamboos or. reeds to 
serve as walls, are all the materials he requires for his 
dwelling. But one cannot live without cattle, for eveh in 
the spirit world there must be buffaloes to plow the fields, 
and he must have pigs and chickens for eating, and dogs for 


hunting. So the Igorrots make a hecatomb of all kinds of 


animals on the day of the funeral, so)that their sacrificed 
1 The Igorrote Religion — 
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animals, having been roasted and eaten by the assembled 
friends, may go vo serve their old master in the region 
beyond. The richer the dead man the greater is the mass- 
acre of animals. A funeral is ruinous to the sorrowing 
family, but it is better than being tormented for the re- 
mainder of one's days by the anito of a displeased ancestor. 

"RBarthquakes, which are so frequent and violent in the 
Philippine Islands, are caused by caraboos or water buffa- 
loes. For when these huge beasts arrive in the other world 
they are tied, according to the custom of the Igorrotes, in 
their master's hut (for they have no stables). There are 
mosquitoes in that land of the dead, and parasites that 
suck the blood, and vermin that devour the skin of these 
poor buffaloes tied to the door posts of the hut. And the 
unfortunate beasts, tortured without respite and unable to 
stand it, bellow pitifully and rub their hides against the 
posts. So furious do they become that the posts shake, the 
huts shake, cvhe rocks tremble, and ‘is it astounding, Father,' 
adds my old Igorrot friend, 'that the crust of the earth 
springs and cracks?! 

It is indeed apparent that these people are firmly be- 
lievers in the existence of the anitos or evil spirits. Du- 
ring sleep, one's soul, say the Noboloi (they call the soul 
"adia"), may wander about or it may be sepeashe Oy a malevo- 
lent spirit. If it does not get back, the body will become 
emaciated and finally die. From their point of view, it is 
never safe to awaken a man too suddenly, for his adia may be 


away from home. The whole world is simply aiive with spirits, 


a great majority of them to be feared. ‘They dwell in the 
wind, timber, water, fields, mountains, and sky. 

5. The Tinguianes 

The last group are the Tinguianes. ‘They are a queer 
people in Northern Luzon. They are an agricultural people 
and have many curious customs. The head man, assuming his 
duties takes the following oath; "May a pernicious wind touch 
me, may a flash of lightning kill me, and may the alligator 
catch me asleep, if I fail to fulfill my duties!" By their 
laws, says Mr. Foreman, "The crime of adultery is punished 
by a fine of thirty dollars value and by divorces; but if 
the adultery was mutual, the divorce is pronounced absolute, 
without the payment of a fine." They are pure pagans. They 
have no temples. Their idols are hidden away from public 
gaze in remote caves and ravines. When an epidemic is raging 
in the community, certain small idols, called anitos, are 
carried about and exhorted to stay its dread effects. These 
people are strict nonogamists, the bride being bought by the 
father of the bridegroom before she has attained maturity. 
They live in small huts, built high up among the branches of 
large trees to be above their enemies. From their custom of 
tattooing themselves and blacking their teeth, it is supposed 
that they are descendants of shipwrecked Japanese or of the 
members of a stray of Japanese colony. 

The above mentioned people may be considered fair sam- 
ples of cthe types of Animism which existed in the Philippines 
prior to the year 1000 A. D. A belief in the survival of the 


soul after death, and in the possibility of communication with 


the dead through mediums was universal. The spirit world was 
also supposed to be inhabited by untold mulvitudes of other 
malign and benevolent spirits. The unseen world was a more 
vivid and ever-present reality to these primitive people than 
it is to the average civilized man. 

4. The Moros or Mohammedans. 

It was a strange fate that met the Spaniards in these 
Eastern seas. In their own land they had long fought with 
the Moor, or Moro, as they called him. That they should find 
the followers of Mohammed in these far-distant islands mst 
have filled them with dismay. But the Moro was here, when 
Legaspi came to complete the conquest and organization of 
lands discovered by Magellan, he found Mohammedan Malays 
from Borneo rapidly gaining ascendency in the Archipelago. 
Much of the southern part was already overrun. Mindoro was 
wholly Mohammedan, and Manila was under the convurol of an 
insolent and fiery Moslem datto, or petty sultan. Though 
driven out of Manila and off both Mindoro and Luzon, the 
Moros still hold all the Sulu Archipelago, and practically all 
of the large and fertile island of Mindanao. ‘the Maro is a 
Malay, with little admixture of blood. His religion is a de- 
graded Mohammedanism. He writes and prints his books in 
Arabic character, though his speech is a strange mixture of 
pure Malay, Visayan, and Arabic. He is a warlike man, having 
held the officials in terror during nearly the entire period 
of Spanish occupation. With his own weapons he is practically 


irresistable. When a Moro wishes to end his life in a blaze 


of religious glory, and make sure of a high seat in the Mo-~ 


hammedan paradise, he becomes a self appointed slayer of 
infidels. He presents himself before a priest, or pandita, 
and takes a solemn oath to die killing unbelievers. After 
this, he bathes in sacred waver, shaves off his eyebrows, 
secretes his murderous barong or "the cursed Malayan kris" 
about his person,and sallies forth. Once in the presence 
of Christians, be vhey men, women, or children, he falls 
upon chem, killing and wounding all he can reach until he 
himself is struck down. He asks no quarter. It is glory 
to die fighting. So blind are these men in their mad fury 
of religious bigotry that they have been know "to seize 
the barrel of a rifle on being bayoneted, and drive the 
steel into themselves further in order to bring the soldier 
at the other end of the piece within striking distance and 
cut him down." One of these wretches killed twenty-three 
men, women, and children in Jolo, my native home, during 
1903, before he could be stopped in his furious career by 
death or mortal wounds. He received twelve bullet wounds, 
and was finally clubbed to death. His relatives take great 
pride in his devotion, and recite the list of his victims 
with much satisfaction. They believe that he may be seen 
just between twilight and dark of the day of his death rid- 
ing his white horse or charger in the abode of the blessed. 

5. Early Culture of the Filipinos. 

What was the religion of the more advanced Filipinos 
during the five hundred years preceeding the Moslem and Christ- 
ian eras? Recently anthropologists have thrown light upon 


this exceedingly interesting question. It is not even yet 


10 


time to write a complete book on the subject, for the inves- 
tigation is still going on, but enough has been discovered 
to make possible some astonishing revelations. 

"The early Spanish friars sharing the opinion of their 
day that all pagan faiths were purely works o1 the devil, 
energetically destroyed all relics and writings which could 
remind the people of their former faiths," says a Spanish 
writer, Juan Francisco de San Antonio quoted by Pedro Pater- 
vey So thorough were they that very few specimens survive 
to the present day - much to the vexation of modern scholars, 
There must have been a very considerable literature, since 
one Spanish friar in Southern Luzon reported with pride that 
he had destroyed more than three hundred scrolls written in 
the native character. In Southern Mindoro and in Central 
Palawan an ancient form of syllabic writing is still in use. 

Semper, writing in 1869, says: "On the East coast of 
Mindanao, in one of the oldest and most settled provinces, the 
native dialect was exclusively used until forty or fifty veeve! 
ago, and the priests used the old Malayan alphabet until the 
beginning of the century, even in their official business."© 

Less than eighty years ago the same kind of writing was 
in use among the pagan hill tribes of Negros. Some of the 
documents remaining from that day are preserved with religious 
veneration by present inhabitants of Negros. The writing is 
done on joints of bamboo, or sometimes on sheets of bark or 
on leaves. The pagans of Mindoro and Negros write in vervical 


columns, beginning on the righthand side, as the Chinese do. 


If only the early missionaries had translated some of this 
1 "ancient Tagalog Civilization" 
2 Quoted from 1905 Census, Vol. III, pe 577 
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syllabic writing we should probably know a great deal about 
the customs and religion of the early peoples - and should 
probably learn that they were semi-civilized, and not savages, 
as the Spaniards pictured them. The nine tribes which 
later became Christians (Visayans, Tagalogs, Ilocanos, Bicols, 
Pampangans, Pangasinans, Cogayans and Zambales), and the four 
which later became Mohammedans (the samal, Lanao, Magindanao, 
and Sulu Moros) all show evidences of having made greater 
strides toward civilization than had the present pagan tribes 
at the same period. All, or nearly all, of the above tribes, 
used syllabic writing.+ 

It is but natural and proper for us to ask such question 
as this one. Where did they get this culture? As far as 
our information is concerned and from the primitive customs 
and traditions of the early Filipinos, they received this 
culture from two sources, India and China. From the eighth 
until the twelfth centuries, says Beyer, vhere existed a 
great empire, Indian in culture, with its capital at Sri- 
Vishaya, in the island of Sumatra. Expeditions were conducted 
from this to Borneo hence to the Philippines. The place be- 
came so important that it was visited by ships from China, 
Cambodia, Sumatra, Jaza, and perhaps from India and Arabia. 
To this day the people of all the central Philippines are 
called Visayans after Sri-Vishaya. 

Tien it is further believed that as early as 982 A. D.- 
some Chinese merchants brought valuable merchandise from the 
Philippines vo Canton, and thenceforth trade went on contin- 


ually. A Chinese writer, Chau Ju Kua, in 1225, wrote an in- 
1 Laubach, F. C., The People of the Philippines, p. 40. 
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teresting book in which he described the people. In part, 

he said, "The people live in villages. Both men and women 
do up their hair in a knot behind, and they wear long dresses 
and sarongs of different colors. There are bronze images of 
gods of unknown origin, scattered about the grassy jungle." 

The Chinese contribution to the antique Philippines 
or early Filipinos was largely commercial. And whatever re- 
ligious influence they may have had was completely obliter- 
ated by the Spanish friars. These contributions are beau- 
tifully set forth in the following paragraph. 

"As a final judgment it may be said that, while Indian 
culture penetrated to the very heart of Malay mental and social 
life, the Chinese merely scratched the surface....In recent 
times, however, the Celestials have been penetrating more 
thoroughly into the island life, and while the Indian influ- 
ence has long been waning, the Chinese has been slowly but 
very surely increasing its hola," 

The rest or the tribes which later became Christian, 
may be thought of as having adapted certain Hindu conceptions 
Lo those earlier animistic beliefs and practices which had 
spread with variations over all the Islands. It is unneces- 
sary to note in this brief thesis the religious characteris- 
tics ot vhe different tribes which later became Christian, 
in detail. For all of chem have the same beliefs and tradi- 
tions. All of chem were animists with a veneer of Hinduism. 
In short, the following summary will be self-explanatory. 

1. ‘the tribes living in the Philippines prior to 


the Spanish ocecupation differed widely in their religious prac- 
1 Beyer, H. Otley, "Asia", Oct. and Nov., 1921. 


_ 
: . 
‘tne, ent ed 


ra wr ‘ eat 
peas av exe vy 7 r 
edifty «i evil 


Pevetace aes . 


Set elezeotam: 


eh .e1es 


“as — 


Ss 


erie. 


7 
+ $04 ‘onlay, 
Trey 


eats A og 


SS Ee ee 


i" 
aa’ « Ee 4 


13 


tices and beliefs. 


2. However, they have the following characteristics in 
common 3 

ae All che tribes were intensely religious, no detail 
of life being free from religion and magic. 

b. Anitos were beings with human invelligence but lack- 
ing corporeal bodies. ‘The tribes of the Northern Islands used 
the verm to cover gods and spirits, but the tribes of the 
Visayas and Mindanao used anito to mean souls of dead human 
beings, the word diwata being used to denote gods and spirits. 

c. The anitos were not reverenced or loved, They were 
thought of as having the moral frailties of human beings and 
were feared and bargained with because of their mysterious 
powers. 

ad. The greatest gods were not intimately connected with 
the atfairs of men and were less often called upon than the 
minor deities. 

e. The future life bore a shadowy resemblance to that 
on this earth. 

f. Sacrifice and prayer, accompanied by feasting, were 
the leading forms of worship. The prayers were formulas re- 
lating myths about gods and heroes, 

g. The purpose of religious rites was to secure health, 
good crops, fortunate marriages, and other material blessings. 

h. The priestly class consisted of men and women, with 
women in the majority acting as media for spirits. They 
ought therefore to be called mediums rather than spirits. 


i. Magic was a universal pracvice as is the use of med- 
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icinal remedies among civilized peoples. This magic was sup= 
posed to induce or compel the gods to do the will of the prac- 
ticer of the magic. 

je Omens were multitudinous. The ancient Filipino 
Saw the foot prints of their gods everywhere, 

ke Divination, parvicularly by means of the pig's 
liver, was used to secure the answer of che gods to important 
questions. 

1. The baliti tree was given special reverence as the 
supposed home of the Nonos, 

me Myths and fables, explaining the origin of all com- 
mon objects, and explaining the origin of custom and moros, 
were very numerous. 

B. The Work of the Spanish Missionary. 

Such were the prevailing religious beliefs of the Filip- 
inos, when vthe islands were made known to the European nations 
by Magellan, who discovered them in 1521 in the first trip a- 
round the world. The Archipelago was claimed by Spain but 
nothing was done to colonize it until 1565, when Legaspi, the 
first governor of the Philippines, captioned an expedition of 
four hundred Spanish soldiers and sailors from Mexico to the 
Islands. Among them were five priests, to whom were entrusted 
the evangelization of the races to be conquered, so it was at 
this early date chat Christianity was introduced into the Phil- 
ippines. 

While it is true that eleven million of the Filipino peo- 
ple are counted as Roman Catholics today, out of the twelve 


million population, it is yet true that, to a far greater de- 
1 Laubach, F. C., The People of the Philippines 
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gree then is commonly known, the people still retain the 
fundamental notions of God and the controlling ideals of 
their idolatrous faith, 

It is indeed a sad thing that the Malays who were here 
when Legaspi, the ruler, and Urdaneta, the friar and evang- 
elist, came to establish the authority of Spain and found 
vhe Christian faith, had never reduced their religious ideas 
to writing. It is therefore impossible to study them as 
Buddhism, Hinduism, and Mohammedanism are studied, The 
friars who came to displace the old faiths were iconoclasts. 
Everything not of Rome was of the evil one. No records of 
any sort, are left us of painstaking effort on the part of 
the friar missionaries really to understand what the poor 
people for whom they labored did believe. And what were 
the hopes which those beliefs kindled in their bosoms, From 
what little we know of the religious belief of the Malay 
invaders of the Islands, we are led to conclude that it was 
an idolatrous form of demon-worship. 

I Nature of their Conversion 

The conversion of these idolators to Catholicism was 
rapidly accomplished. The King of Cebu accepted baptism al- 
most at once. Crowds knelt and were baptized in rows. With- 
in fifty years after Urdaneta and his helpers began the work 
of evangelizing the Malays, the work was practically completed. 
It must be said that this work of conversion was most super- 
ficially accomplished. This so-called conversion of the Filip- 
inos was accomplished by a substitution of images, while their 


fundamental conceptions of the deity behind those images re- 
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mained, nov wholly untouched, but in a modified form. It is 
little wonder that such methods met with instant success, 

The Malay loves beautiful things with all the passion of his 
soul. His own idols were rough and unattractive. Here were 
images of the Christ, the Virgin, and many saints dressed in 
rich colors, with gems and tinsel and brocade work, and 

all this beauty set aglow by the light of the scores of can-= 
dles. Here were priests in rich robes, chanting their ser- 
vice in rolling music that set every fiber of this naturally 
musical man thrilling, while clouds of incense altermately 
unveiled and disclosed those forms of supernal beauty before 
the altar. And over all, the solemm bells called attention 
to God and his wo:ship. Here were "Anitos" that were attrac- 
tive. By this worship deity must be more readily propitiated,. 
Then here comes the priest teaching the people,that these saints 
are having power to cure diseases and to ward off illness, to 
avert plagues, to still the yelling tempests that swept their 
sources and wrecked houses with crops and in general turned 
away the wrath of an angry God. To them, these were surely 
the right objects of worship. And henceforth they were to be 
accepted divine, and the mandates of their ministry to be o- 
beyed. 

There is nothing to wonder at that the Filipino Catholic 
still conceives of God as a Being burning with wrath against 
uhe work of his hands, and seeking to devour them and thwart 
them, and exact vengeance for their shortcomings. For this 
diversion of the wrath of God, he attends mass, has his little 


ones baptized, counts the beads of his rosary, and attends to 
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all the mint and anise and cumin of the Catholic law. There 
is scarcely an act of worship that he performs which is not 
caused by this haunting fear which has followed him from his 
old faith. 

However, with all their errors in doctrine, they brought 
to this people the great fundamental truths of the unity of 
God and his redemptive purpose for the race. It is only nec- 
essary to say that they taught the people Christ and his relig- 
ion as they understood it. We find the Filipino today full 
of superstitions vahont him by Rome. But he is a monotheist, 
and that in philosophy as well as in theology. He has no 
pantheistic conception of che universe lying back of his con- 
ceptions about God. For this scourging out of polytheism the 
religion which the friar taught must have vhe credit. 

2. What the Filipinos Think of Jesus. 

The very fact that the teachings of the Roman Catholic 
give very little about Jesus way of life, the Filipinos put 
Jesus aimost in the same level as the other saints. The 
Virgin Mary is probably more honored and exhorted than Jesus. 
One could hardly find in the altar of the homes, the image 
of the crucified Christ. But you are sure to see the majes- 
tic statue of the Immaculate Conception or other saints hav- 
ing a prominent place in the sacred chamber. This is indeed 
to indicate that the Filipinos have not yet learned to fully 
appreciate the fundamental principles and teachings of Jesus. 

The result is fatally discouraging for the great mass 
of people are absolutely kept in ignorance of the saving pow- 


er of Jesus. Thus, vices of all sorts, such as gambling, 
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prostitution to some degree, immoralities, oppressions of 
the poor, laxity of morals among the youth are brought about 
in the social order. 

There is a growing tendency at present to doubt the 
Divinivy of Jesus. He is considered as a moralist or a great 
teacher by great numbers of the people. It is sad to note 
that the Catholic Independent Church having a membership of 
more than a million souls have definitely placed Jesus in 
the same category as the great leaders of our country. He 
is no longer worshipped as the son of God or as one who is 
the Mediator between man and God. In their churches, the 
image of Jesus is placed together with the rank and file of 
the great patriots of the different nations. It will surely 
be a dangerous influence if the idea could be propagated 
and accepted by both the educated and illiterate folks. This 
- is surely the product of the inefficiency of the early teach- 
ings of the friars for the last three hundred and seventy 
years. 

C. The American Occupation. 

The American occupation of the Philippines marks a new 
era in the history of the country. In every aspect of our 
civilization, we have progressed by leaps and bounds, 

1. The Social Life of the People 

The social life of the people is greatly improved. 
Social barriers between the different strata of the population 
are gradually disappearing, although, to some extent, wealthy 
land-owners owning large tracts of land and still controlling 


tenants under the old system, may still be found in some re- 
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mote places in the provinces. National pastimes are rare, 

The old forms of amusements are gradually giving way to 
modern sports like boxing, baseball, basket-ball, foot-ball, 
golf, tennis, and various other kinds of athletics which 

have been introduced chiefly through the public schools. 
Social clubs are growing in number, especially in Manila. 
Receptions, banquets, and balls are common forms of enter- 
tainment among cthe people. Filipinos are very fond of music. 
Nearly every home has some instrument, and some member of the 
family can play it. Harps, horns, violins, and pianos are the 
most common. Several large firms in Manila handle all kinds 
of musical instruments, selling almost exclusively to Filipino 
customers. Every city has its band. Some of the performances 
of Filipino orchestras and bands are equal to anything one hears 
in American or Europe. In many of our services, an orchestra 
offered their help with the music. Capacity for culture is 
abundantly proven to belong to all branches of the population. 
Those who have been privileged to study in their early lives 
are widely scattered in the entire archipelago. Their influ- 
ences both socially and religiously are indeed contageous, 
thus, uplifting the standard of living of those who are moral- 
ly wrecked and spiritually dormant. The Civil Commission has 
this vo say of the educated classes in 1903; 

"The educated Filipinos, though constituting a minority, 
are far more numerous than is generally supposed, and are 
scattered all over the picenasaeo) and the Commission desire 
to bear the strongest testimony to the high range of their 


invelligence, and not only to their intellectual training,but 
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also to their social refinement, as well as the grace and 
charm of their personal character. These ecucated Filip- 
inos, in a word, are the equals of the men one meets in 
similar vocations - law, medicine, business, etc. - in 
Europe or America." 
2e The Arrival of the American Missionaries. 
Long before the coming of American Missionaries, 
many Filipinos have already possessed the Holy Bible. Those 
who were discovered by the priests directly or indirectly were 
either imprisoned or deported to a far distant land. When 
the missionaries learned that Protestantism had already begun 
before cheir arrival, they were very much enthusiastic and 
began to send excited messages back to their boards in the 
following tenor; 
"Never in the history of the American Church has 

such an opportunity been offered or such responsibility been 
placed upon the American public. Conditions in the Philippines 
are Similar to those in Germany when Luther arose: a renegade 
priesthood, a dead church, a people that have been starved. 
Conditions are ripe for a wholesale revolt from Rome...." 

There is surely a rare opportunity for evangelization. 
Many timid souls wio had worshipped God in secret for many 
years, but who had never dared openly to own a Bible, came out 
for the first time to the services. They were very much pleas- 
ed and contented with the message. At the next meeting, they 
usually invited others to share with them the peace and joy 


of listening to the true message of the gospel of Jesus. Then 


it became clear to the people that under the flag of the United 
1 "Presbyterian Report for 1900." 
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States vthey were really at liberty to follow the dictates of 
their conscience to worship as they chose, although, vhere 
are still some folks in the provinces who do not see that 
the rule of the friar is all over. The hated friars were 
still in the city. They have not realized the fact that un- 
der the new regime, no more will men be flogged at the Church 
doors, or fed on pounded glass by hired assassins, or sent 
into foreign penal colonies, or shot by firing squads, for 
presuming to worship God after the dictates of their own 
hearts. Through che guidance of God, the missionaries were 
successful in their efforts in changing vheir attitude toward 
the new order of things. Today, there are one hundred thou- 
sana of the Evangelical Christians scattered all over the ter- 
ritory. In every civic movesent, ‘ite converted ones are lead- 
ing the campaign. Gambling and vices of different sorts are 
gradually eradicated. People are eager vo live a better life. 
The teaching of Jesus as found in the four gospels is gaining 
ground in the hearts of the people. During the early years 
of American occupation, high enthusiasm radiated from the aver- 
age missionary letter to their respective boards. One of the 
missionaries who was enthusiastic over vuhe opportunity for 
evangelization says: | 

"oh, what a wonderful field we have in Union Province. 
One hundred and 1ifty vhousand people to evangelize and cvhey 
are anxious for vthe truth, a pure gospel, and an open Bible. 
Skepticism is rapidly taking vhe place. of a religion which edu- 
cation has shown to be a mass of superstition, taught by a 


corrupt priesthood, determined to keep their people in ignorance." 


1 "The Evangel", March 1905 
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This is not found in Union Province alone. The rest of 
the provinces offer vhe same oppor.uunities. The harvest is 
indeed bountiful but che laborers are few. 

Part III The Problem 

A. Artificial Knowledge of Jesus 

Our problem is indeed great. For three hundred and 
seventy-five years, the people of the Philippines are enjoy- 
ing the teaching of the Catholic faith. In every home, one 
finds an altar beautifully decorated with two or three images 
of either Christ or the Virgin Mary. Here in this inner cham- 
ber, the family worship is being conducted. Children are o- 
bliged to attend and sometimes forced to take part in the daily 
routine of prayers. ‘there is no instruction of any sort which 
is beneficial to youth. The ritual is so arranged that every 
procedure in the course of worship has the sanction of the 
mother church. It is but natural and proper that these boys 
and girls who are raised in such a home will not possess a real 
religion of Christ. Their knowledge of him will be artificial, 
They go to the Church to worship as a matter of course. 

B. The High School of the Province 

In the second place, we have a high school in every pro- 
vince. Thousands of students are enrolled and are learning 
to reason actual facts for the solution of their life time. 
But in the public school, the teaching of religion is prohib- 
ited. The students are left without a pilot to lead them into 
the nurture of religious thoughts, feelings, and beliefs. 

An Island wide observer finds that, "the social life is 


drifting away from the old Roman Catholic Church as a center 
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(where it has been held for centuries past) and is centering 
more and more around the life of the public schools. The 
attitude of extreme hands-off adopted by the government in 
regard to religious questions in the public schools has re- 
sulted in an almost anti-christian feeling therein."2 at 
the present time a large percentage of vthe younger genera- 
tion are without religious anchorage. If this remains a 
permanent condition the blame will fall upon the Protestant 
Churches. Students, who turn away from their old religious 
moorings, are wholly open to the truth, and are indeed seek- 
ing it with great eagerness. Here is an opportunity and a 
responsibility, the like of which can perhaps not be parall- 
eled elsewhere in this generation. This is well expressed 
in the following quotation; 
"Whatever we may have to neglect in our program 

of redeeming the Philippines," says Dr. M. A. Raider, "it 
is certain that failure to care for the student class would 
be the most serious mistake we could make....Tne public schools 
are putting forth a multitude of English-speaking youth anx- 
ious to be friends with Americans. We meet them in every town. 
These students love discussion and accept instruction. Some 
are proud of the facut that they have no religion. All ask 
eagerly the difference between Romanism and Protestanism," 

C. The Catholic Teachers 

In the third place, most of the teachers of the high 
school are Roman Catholics in belief. They know very little 


about the ideals and teachings of Jesus. Many of them are 


1 McLaughlin, J. L.,"American Bible Society Report", 1917, 
pe 585. 
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still superstitious in religious life. The students are once 
more under the guidance of irreligious tutors. They are not 
interested in the religious life of their pupils. ‘The Roman 
Catholic priesthood has regarded the rapid spread of public 
education as a challenge to Catholicism to put forth greater 
efforts in educational lines. They have competed with the 
public schools wherever they could secure a sufficient num- 
ber of students. The priests are couching the Catholic teach- 
ers the spirit of loyalty to the mother church. However, it 
is encouraging to find that Protestanism is attracting the 
educated young people in greater proportion than the unedu- 
cated. 

Although, it is true that the public school does not 
teach religion, the text books are replete with christian 
ideals and principles. Students who are intelligent can no 
longer remain to be ignorant and superstitious as their par- 
ents. Thus, the door is opened for the scientific and logi- 
cal presentation of the life of Jesus. 

D. Suggestion for Solution, 

With such religious background and training, there is 
great possibility of presenting the life of Jesus to the high 
school students of the Philippines, To me, the most effi- 
cient and effective way of approach is through educational 
work. Every effort should be made to teach the life of 
Jesus. 

1. Prescribed Text Books 
It will be more effective and appealing to the in- 


quisitive youth, if the principles and teachings of Jesus, as 
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recorded by the Synoptic Gospels could be presented to meet 
the present-day problems. After examining several books on 
the life and teachings of Jesus, I caneacross three excel- 
lent text books which could be used as regular courses of 
study for high school students in the Philippines. 

ae How Jesus Met Life Questions by Harrison B. Elliot. 

After reading the contents of this little book, 

I discovered that it would serve as a guide for personal 
study and group discussion. The author exactly explains its 
purpose and viewpoint in his foreword as follows: 

"The topic or problem of each chapter is stated in 
present-day form. The individual students and the group mem- 
bers are challenged to consider for themselves both the pre- 
sent day issue and the issue Jesus faced, to see how Jesus 
met the problem. Each one is asked to reach his own con- 
clusion as to what Jesus! ideal really was, and to apply this 
heroically in relation to the present-day problems as he meets 
them. 

"Earnest attempt has been made not to bias in any way 
the thinking and conclusions of those who use the book. ‘There 
is no particular set of ideas regarding the life and teachings 
of Jesus which the author is attempting to set forth. The pur- 
pose is to get others to form ideas of their own rather vthan to 
adopt those wnich may appeal to him. 

"Only such modern questions have been introduced into 
each chapter as seem in their real issue and problem to be the 
same as Jesus faced and upon which it seems fair to go to the 


life of Jesus for direct help as to his viewpoint. A major 
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question at present is whether Jesus! ideals and principles 
will really work in the modern world. In answering this ques- 
tion, too often Jesus! life and teachings are warped to con- 
firm some opinion that a person already holds, or some current 
idea of that for which Jesus stood is accepted. An earnest 
attempt has been made here to stimulate open-minded reading 

of vuhe records, so that each individual or group may come to 
his own view point, as to Jesus! attitude and idea on the pro- 
blem in hand." 

After reading carefully the topics, I found that the first 
twenty-one chapters cover, in the order of Mathew, Mark, Luke, 
the major events in Jesus! life. The author follows the order 
given in Sharman, Records of the Life of Jesus.. Then he add- 
ed eight supplementary chapters covering other problems faced 
by Jesus at various times in his life. I am especially inter- 
ested in the topics for it will greatly help the young folks 
solve these vital problems, such as: 

1. How Do We Enlist in Jesus! Cause? 
2. What is the Christian Ideal of Chivalry? 
Oe How is Onets Life Work Discovered? 
4. What is a Fair Chance for All? 
5. What is a Fair Income? 
6. Is Democracy Possible? 
7. What Hope is there that the World Can be 
made Christian? 
8. How Jesus Met Life Questions. 
Bb. What Jesus Taught, by A. Wakefield Slater. 

The field of study in this book is limited to 
the three gospels, Mark, Mathew and Luke. Although, the author 
thinks that the high school students of the Philippines will 
find no difficulty in understanding its contents. The subjects 


are properly treated and it is the product of class discussions 


with numerous groups of various types. I believe that those 
who will seriously study the course 'will find in the class 

a constant demonstration of Christianity, and will come to 
the end with that enthusiasm for service, that passion for 
"the Jesus way of living", that esprit de corps and affection 
for one another, that tollerance that results from united de- 
votion to a great unselfish cause, which have marked the mem- 
bers of the discussion groups with whom the author has used 
these studies,' 

There are ten chapters in this book. ‘I'he author endea- 
vors to stimulate constructive thinking, now to train the mem- 
ory. Each chapter is clearly discussed and replete with his- 
torical events making it easy to grasp the point of che subject. 
At the end of each chapter, the summary and evaluation of the 
teaching are recapitulated which gives a lasting impression to 
every reader. The main topics treated in the book are as fol- 
lows: 

1. Why People Study the Bible. 
2. What the Bible is. 
5. The World Jesus lived in. 
4. The Importance and the Difficulty of 
Knowing What Jesus Taught. ! 
5. What Jesus Taught about Democracy 
6. What Jesus Taught about Civilization 
7. What Jesus Taught abouv Hate, War, and Non- 
resistance. 
8. What Jesus Taught about Religion. 
9. What Jesus Taught aboucv Himself. 
10. What Jesus Taught: The Hope of the World 

In the high-school years young people find it necessary 
to face the above mentioned problems. It is our duty to pro- 
vide such instructions which will inspire boys and girls to 


look forward to taking their places as home-builders and re- 


sponsible citizens of a great Christian democracy and to in- 
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telligently choose their task in it. 
c¢. Jesus and His Cause by Bruce Curry. 

Inasmuch as the gospel of Mark is the most 
authentic records of Jesus, the study of this book will be 
of great value. I think the high school students who have 
not taken any course in Jesus! life should begin with this 
text. The author's viewpoint of this course is the study of 
the Gospel by Mark with special reference to the bearing of 
each section upon the problems which cunfront us today. We 
will notice further that each study is divided into two main 
divisions; (1) the study of the section from the Gospel; (2) 
a problem for group discussion, with suggested questions. 

The author presented the course of study in a very logi- 
cal manner. He begins with the ovenakt-der question asdoeiee 
ted with each study and follows the order given in the three 
blocks of questions printed: (1) questions to open up the pro- 
blem; (2) questions to bring out the scripture principles; 

(5) questions applying these principles today. 

The method of presentation and approach to the study of 
the Gospel is indeed excellenu. The author puts the emphasis 
on a thorough study of the Bible section which are very essen- 
tial for Filipino Students. and of course, he leaves the im- 
portant work of application to present-day needs at the end, 
This is one of the main reasons why I want the book to be 
studied regularly in the discussion group, 

In connection with the studies of the life of Jesus, there 
should be also available supplementary readings. Students are 


anxious and eager to know more of the life of this great figure 
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in the history of mankind. In every student center, such 
books as listed below, ought to be in the library. 
ae Jesus of Nazareth, George A. Barton 

b. The Student's Life of Christ, Frank K. Sanders 

ce The Life of Jesus, Herbert Wright Gates 

d. The Life of Jesus, William Byron Forbush 

e. The Life and Times of Jesus, Frederick C. Grant 
f. Jesus Ideals of Living, G. Walter Fiske 

These books will meet the qualifications of the students 
to understand the language. Most of them are written purpose- 
ly for high school groups. The method of presentation is 
developed psychologically thus falling within the scope of the 
stages of their growth, 

b. The Annual Student cca tererel, 

There should be an annual student conference of high 
school students in each province. A well planned program 
will mean more than a Semester's course in the school. Men 
of various walks of life who have come out openly for the 
principles of the Master can easily be secured to be leaders 
in the discussion group and principle speakers of vuhe confer- 
ence. Hundreds and perhaps thousands of the young men of our 
schools will afford themselves of the opportuni ties through 
proper invitation to join the annual conference. 

The place of gathering must be wisely selected and free 
from the busy life of the city. It may be on the mountain 
top or by the sea shore, the main idea being to have a solitary 
place, where the youth can be left alone in communion with God. 


The beauty of nature around will inspire them to think serious- 
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ly of their life problem. With the co-operation of the 
spiritual leaders of the land coupled with a well organ- 
ized program much can be expected and lasting.impression 
will forever be instilled in the hearts of the young in- 
quisitive mind. in the seven days of Conference, every 
effort should be made to present Christ, as the young man's 
friend. It is indeed a sad thing to look at the portrait 
of Jesus by the ancient painters. Nobody who saw Jesus 
tried to paine his picture. All the paintings we have are 
imaginery. I often question as to whether they portray a 
young man with health and hope. It is almost always the 
opposite. They show a pale face, more frequently than not, 
with the deep seams of anguish. 

The truth is Jesus was always young. He died before 
he was thirty-four. Every word he uttered was the message 
of a young man to men young in spirit. He commanded the 
old to be young and the young to be younger. Nothing in all 
history can equal the way young men and women are following 
this rediscovered young Master. He is capturing the hearts 
of svuudents in all parts of the world. Mr. Fosdick, in his 
Manhood of che Master, has revealed a positively beaming 
Christ. After our attention is called to it we see it all 
through the words of Jesus. In his own day, he was called, 
"the friend of sinners." Being happy and pleasant in his 
manner, he was called, “wine-bibber." At the hour of his 
betrayal, he said to his disciples, "Be of good cheer, I 
have overcome the world." Compare this with the pale-face 


fasting Narareth we see in the painters of the Middle Ages, 
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and frequently in modern art, 

The Conference leaders should endeavor to help the 
students to see Jesus as the disciples saw him; in one 
sense of the word, appear and disappear. They knew that 
he was marching on. That same young heart that could say 
"Cheer up" at the last day, that same young Christ has never 
gotten one day older. He was with the early disciples. 
they had heard him. They had seen him. They had felt him, 
He was standing unseen by them. Such joy, such unquenchable 
joy never was seen, 

It might be a wise conclusion to bring about at the end 
of the discussion, that a young man withoue Christ is fighting 
against the currents of the universe and his efforts will be 
knocked to pieces. He is out of harmony and is making a dis- 
cord. On the other hand, a young man with Christ is in tune 
with the universe and his efforts are backed and pushed by 
the tremendous invisible winds of God. He is like an airplane 
riding with the wind. Then,try to show further that all the 
unhappiness, all the misery, and all the misunderstanding in 
une world is caused by people who are out of tune with God's 
will. All the joy, all the music, all the love, .all the pro- 
gress, all the hope comes from people who are in tune with 
the infinite. 

Finally summon the students to join hands with Christ, 
It is the natural thing, the manly thing, the wise thing, the 
grateful thing, the patriotic thing, the greatest move one 
can or will ever make to open the door and let Christ walk in. 


At the discussion group either one of the suggested texts 


/ Wea ae Ail 
at, tae ff 0: ae Oleode stolpt 1 eoness anti ae 


7 i a 


ann oz tah was ootyioe lf ott nee #68, OF es onal 


a ae 


“ - p ; — — ¢ . : 
~ be mS. WOE. 1 4 ory ey $e : is . { i J <4. ° a . 


4 ‘ityes Seud Iis9c x0, olicdotam tev en 
* ad fe 


~~ dabent ‘tn . “apa ceeds” 
gat gat salute Duro FT, J Pilly ‘ , “¢ . ps : 


‘ Rad ae —S 


t*eee ear 4 vert 


| free 
fare cae Of 


7 


tew. seven YO 
wit Sn d>0de 
2% ek verte 


ret 
¢ edray te 


as $ 
e mia ams 
Ihe «ovol 


ann’ al ete 


evou 2 raj awn 


i) a 
iigw.Jeind) Jos iaO i em >: ts pve. [ike 


wet sOlanvoeh! ed? @ 


- 


52 


for high school students in the Philippines can be used as 
guide by the leader. The hour devoted for an open forun, 
students should be given the preference to discuss vital 
problems or issues of current events, such as war, race 
prejudice, cabaret, and other prevalent vices of the coun- 
try, imperialism, bootherhood and others. The leader in 
this mass meeting acts as a promoter of the discussion and 
should always be alert and ever ready to answer questions 
bearing on the topic designated for the occasion. The plat- 
form addresses will be of great value to the students if 
the following subjects could be presented in an eloquent and 
convincing manner:- 

1. Jesus Christ, the Citizen 

2. Jesus Christ, the Friend 

5. Jesus Christ, the Leader 

4. Jesus Christ, the Patriot 

5. Jesus Christ, the Educator 

6. Jesus Christ, the Maker of Men 

7. Jesus Christ, the Trainer of leaders 

8. Jesus Christ, the Unifier 

9. The Spiritual Leadership of Jesus. 

The conference will not be completed without a Conference 
Song. But the song to be committed to memory has to be se- 
lected with great prudence. I should like to suggest some 
great hymn, such as, Whittier's "Immortal Love Forever Full" 
and the like, would be of great inspiration. However, the 
following song which was prepared by Dean Bocabo of the Philip- 
pines Law School, would be an excellent substitute for a Con- 
ference Song. It has been sung in great rally meetings with 


much effectiveness and enthusiastically received by the rising 


generation, 
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The Youth of Our Dear Philippines 
i 


The Youth of our dear Philippines 
Have freely fought and died, 

That they might stay forever more 
Oppression cruel tide; 

And now a call is sounding forth 
From sea to shining sea, 

The Youth of our dear Philippines 
For the Man of Galilee. 


Chorus. 


He died to make us free 

Then let our watchword be, 

"The Youth of our dear Philippines 
For the Man of Galilee." 


A ig 8 


The Youth of our dear Philippines, 
Whose hearts are true as still,. 
And tender as a mother's heart 

A brother's hurt to feel, 

Another Calv'ry they have had 

In the fight to set us free 

The Youth of our dear Philippines, 
Like the Man of Galilee. 


Til 


The Youth of our dear Philippines 
Upon life's battle-field 

Their watchword victory or death 

They know not how to yield; 

And now with tyranny overthrown, 

God grant we soon may see 

The Youth of our dear Philippines 
For the Man of Galilee. 


Part IV The Jesus of History 

As a sort of introduction to the brief exposition 
of the life of Jesus, the following excerpt quoted by Bruce 
curry* from the 1926 Spring Revnion Program of Harrisburg, 


Pennsylvania, is an excellent description of the Man of Gal- 


ilee. 


rn 
1 "Jesus and His Cause", p. XXV 
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"Here is a man who was born in an obscure village, 
the child of a peasant woman. He grew up in another ob- 
scure village. He worked in a carpenter shop until he was 
thirty, and then for three years he was an itinerant preach- 
er. He never wrote a book. He never held an office. He 
never owned a home. He never had a family. He never went 
to college. He never put his foot inside a big city. He 
never traveled two hundred miles from the place where he 
was born. He never did one of the things that usually accom- 
pany greatness. He had no credentials but Himself. He had 
nothing to do with this world except the naked power of His 
divine manhood, While still a young man, the tide of popu- 
lar opinion turned against Him. His friends ran away. One 
of them denied Him. He was Gidded over to His enemies. He 
was nailed upon a cross between two thieves. His executioners 
gambled for the only piece of property He had on earth while 
He was dying - and that was His coat. When He was dead He 
was taken down and laid in a borrowed grave through the pity 
of a friend. 

"Nineteen wide centuries have come and gone and today 
He is the center piece of the human race and the leader of 
the column of progress. 

"I am far within the mark when I say that all the armies 
that ever marched, and all the navies vuhavu ever were built, 
and all the parliaments that ever sat, and all the Kings that 
ever reigned, put together have not affected the life of man 


upon this earth as powerfully as has that One solitary life." 
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A. Background 
1 ‘he Land of Palestine 


The land of Palestine is ideally situated between 


_-the continents of Africa and Asia. It was the connecving 


link between the great civilizations of antiquity; the 
Egyptian, on the south, and the Assyrian, and later the 
Grecian and Roman, on the north and west. It formed the 
‘highway for conquest and commerce. The armies and the mer- 
chants of all countries traveled its road. Its inhabitants 
were in contact with people from every part of the civilized 
world, and thus had exceptional advantages for the dissemin- 
ation of ideas. 

A careful study of che history of the Jews, shows one 
that since the days of the exile, save for the brief though 
brilliant Maccabean period, Palestine had been a subject 
land, paying tribute to one or another ruler as successive 
powers gained the ascendency. Im the time of Jesus, they 
were ruled by governors having different titles, but all 
subject to vhe great world power of Rome. Although Roman 
rulers exercised with mingled severity and leniency their 
rule was hateful to the Jews especially to those who clung 


"most closely to the theocratic ideal. These found the ex- 


ercise of the Roman power a sacrilege as well as a hardship, 


and the payment of iheir taxes not only irksome but even 
sinful. 

fPime has come in order to have a better understanding 
and appreciation of the work and teaching of Jesus for us to 


kmow how to appreciate the needs of the men and women to 
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whom he spoke. Iv is said, "that throughout all history 
men's faith regarding God and his relation to chem has been 
powerfully influenced by their ow political life and organ- 
ization. With the exception of one brief period, supreme tem- 
poral authority during six centuries had been represented for 
the Jews by the mighty monarchies of Babylon, Persia, Greece, 
and Rome. Potentates far removed from their subjects ruled 
through agents the civilized world. It was during this period 
that the Jews lost che simple faith of earlier days which re- 
cognized the divine principle and purpose in every event of 
their lives, and began to think of God as a far away poten- 
tate, jealous of his prerogatives, who must be obeyed and 
constantly served by ceremonial acts and formal gifts. This 
form of religion satisfied many types of mind but tended to 
destroy the spirituality and originality of its devotees. For 
the ordinary man it had become a mere formal routine. Prayer 
too was highly conventionalized and lacked personal inspira- 
tion. Public prayers were long and repetitious. The Judaism 
of Jesus! day lacked aspiration and spirituality. 

"Belief in their pre-eminence as the chosen people led 
many Jews to regard the rest ot che world with scorn, as heath- 
en beyond the pale of Jehovah's care. This sense of national 
self-sufficiency was felt in even a higher degree by the in- 
dividual religious leaders. Those who could satisfy the rig- 
orous demands of the ceremonial law were self-satisfied, and 
therefore lacked that hunger and thirst for righteousness 
which 1s essential for religious development. On the other 


hand the majoriuy of che common people felt themselves the 
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"lost sheep of the house of Israel." Thus in their relig- 
ious life the Jews were divided into two classes; one 
spiritually self-satisfied, the other discontented and 
crushed by a pathetic consciousness of isolation. Both 
alike needed someone to show them how they might enter into 
vital touch with God. They also needed worthy ambitions to 
lift them out of the sordid, lifeless routine of daily life 
and ritual, and a re-affirmation of the veaching of the 
earlier prophets that man was not made for religion, but 
religion for man. They needed to be told with authority 
that religion is not merely a body of beliefs or a round 
of ceremonial acts, but that it is something personal and 
active expressed through individual motives and character 
and deeds. They needed to realize that genuine religion 
binds man to God and to his fellow men, enables him to 
meet the highest moral and social obligations, satisfies 
his spiritual and asthetic aspirations and infinitely en- 
larges and enriches 1ite."+ 

In order to furvher understand the religious life in 
which Jesus grew up, it is necessary briefly to describe 
the different classes into which the nation was divided 
religiously. 

2. The Pharisees 

Te Pharisees called themselves "Chaberim", "Comrades," 
They had an honorable ancestry. They were the spiritual 
descendants of the brave men and women who in the year 167 
B.C. began opposition to the Syrian king Antiochus "Theos 


iphanes" ("God Manifest"; "Roimanes", the "crazy", his 
1 Kent, Cc. F., Jesus Principles of Living, pee 
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enemies preferred to call) The king proposed to unify his 
empire by destroying all local or national religions. He 
desecrated the Jewish temple by sacrificing a pig, an ani- 
mal which was obnoxious to the Jews. His officers went from 
house to house compelling men to offer pagan sacrifies, to 
stop circumcising their children and to burn their Bibles, 
He nearly succeeded in his endeavor for some of the Jewish 
priests sided with him. The High Priest built a gymnasium 
near the temple enclosure, made the sons of high class families 
wear broad brimmed Gréek hats and let the young priests neglect 
their temple sacrifices. A party was formed among the people 
to oppose this movement which was so near a success. They 
were at first called the "Chasimin", “the Pious", Hundreds of 
them were put to death because they refused to become pagan. 
Their spiritual descendants were vthe Pharisees, a name which 
appears first some decades later than the beginning of the move- 
ment. They were so called because they strenuously separated 
themselves from all foreign influences and consecrated them- 
selves to the caréful keeping of God's law. Later vhey sepa~ 
rated themselves also from all of their own countrymen who 
did not scrupulously obey the law of God and who might presum- 
ably be ready to yield to foreign influences that were always 
pressing hard into the Jewish life of Palestine, and threaten- 
ing to destroy the true religion. 

There is no doubt but that the Pharisees insisted upon the 
rigid observance of the law of Moses, and also of a great body 
of traditions and decisions that had been made by various teach- 


ers in the effort to apply this law to every minute act of life. 
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The religious life was for them the doing of many things ac- 
cording to rule, and avoiding what was forbidden. They pro- 
pounded and taught as stern duties, fastings, prayers of the 
most formal nature, ceremonial washings, repetition of Scrip- 
ture texts, and especially keeping numerous rules for the ob- 
servance of the Sabbath. They were careful to avoid any cere- 
monial defilement, association with persons considered sinful 
or unclean. This side of their character was explicitly por- 
trayed by Jesus in the parable of wthe Pharisee and the Publi- 
can (Luke 18. 9-14) 
"They were considered to interpret the law with accuracy, "1 

They valued themselves upon their accurate interpretation of 


the law of their fathers."~ " 


They renounced the enjoyments of 
life and in nothing surrender themesleds tO comfort, "° 

For this simple reason, they strove seriously and consist- 
ently to carry out in practice the ideal of a legal life set up 
by the scribes, As to their fundamental teachings, in Jesus! 
day, vhey svood for chree basic ideas. (1) The existence of 
one only God, creator and provider. (2) Man a being of free 
will, but subject to God's predestination and responsible to 
him. (3) Life after death, with rewards and punishments depend- 
ent on conduct before death. They also believed in the existence 
of good and bad spirits and an unseen spiritual world. In Jesus! 
day they seem to have believed in the resurrection of the same 
body that died or the passage of the soul into another body. 


For an illustration, the Pharisees taught "that every soul 


1 Josephus, F.,"Wars of the Jews", II. 8.14, p. 694 
2 Josephus, Pe, Antiquities) ANAL. Sot, Ds 517 
3 Josephus, F.,"Antiquities! XVIII. l. -§ p. 544 
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is imperishable, but that only those of che righteous pass 
into another body, while those of the wicked are, on the con- 
trary, punished with eternal torment; "1 or, as it is said 

in anovher passage, “they hold che belief that an immortal 
strength belongs vO souls, and that these are beneath the 
earth punishments and rewards for chose (souls), who in life 
devoted themselves to virtue or vileness and that eternal im- 
prisonment is appointed for the latter, but the possiblity of 
revurning to life for che former",” "For the Sadducees say 


that vhere is no resurrection, neither angel, nor spirit; but 


the Pharisees confess both, "° 
Se The Sadducees,. 


The next party, second in size and importance, was that 
of the Sadducees. They included the high priest and many other 
officers. This particular group were aristocravuic, wealthy 
and much more aspiring for political position, They favored 
whatever policy would make the least trouble and most advance 
the national prosperity. They were opposed to many of the views 
and beliefs of the Pharisees. They did not accept che oral 
law and traditions of vthe Pharisees but accepted the original 
law of Moses. Many of their leaders owed their political pos- 
ition to the Romans, which would naturally lead them to take 
keen interest in world politics. Most of the wealthy Jews were 
with them because the development of "big business" required 
the stable world conditions that the Romans maintained. Then 
the wealthy Jews also wished for closer commercial and social 


relationship with foreigners than Pharisaic exclusiveness toler- 


1 Josephus, F.,"Wars of the Jews", II. 8.14, p. 694 
2 Josephus, F., “Antinquities", XVIII. 1.3f 
Oo Acts 28.8 
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ated. 

We find in the Scripture that in Jesus! day, the high 
priestly element was the dominant center oi the sect. It 
is therefore natural and proper for them to resent the charge 
that vhey were irreligious. ‘They knew that they had strug- 
gled and many of ctheir best men had died for the cause of 
the fatherland and religion. It was said that when Pompey's 
army captured Jerusalem in 65 B. C., and his soldiers were 
running through the temple courts cutting the throats of all 
they found there, the priests s.ood steadily at their altars.” 

As to vtheir religious views, they are in conflict with 
the Pharisees. They did not believe in the existence of a 
spiritual world inhabited by angels or spirits; in other 
words, they denied angels and spirits.® They based their au- 
thority on the more sacred and apparently older portions of 
the scriptures, such as is found in the five books of the Law, 
in which they found no such teaching. On the same ground, 
they refused to believe in a resurrection of the body, and a 
retribution in a future life, nay in any personal continuity 
of the individual. This belief is found in the writing of 
Josephus and it was a common point of discussion in the days 
of Jesus. ‘the problem was often presented to Jesus for solu- 
tion. "They deny the continuance of the soul and the punish- 
ment and rewards of the world below."* "According to their 


teaching, souls perish together with podies."” 


Acts 25.8 

Matt. 22.23; Luke 20.27; Mark 12.18 

Josephus, F., “Wars of the Jews", II.8.14, p.694 
Josephus, F., "Antiquities", XVIII. 1.4, p.544 
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4. The Essenes, 

The Essenes are not directly referred to in the New 
Testament. Some have claimed, without sufficient reason, 
that John the Baptist, and even Jesus, were Essenes. Judg- 
ing from their life and teaching, it has been alleged that 
their influence may be traced within the circle of Christian 
ideas and practices. Since, they do not appear in the Gospel 
narrative, cthere is no need of long discussion about them, 
However, che following excerpt describes fully their customs 
and beliefs;- 

"They were former monks living on great farms west 
of the Dead Sea, though they had order houses in some Pales- 
tinian cities. They were celibates (with the exception of 
one section); had common property; were obedient to their 
official superiors; ate in silence at common tables; bathed 
frequently and used no oil; wore white garments, never dis- 
carded until worn out; had secret doctrines and books con- 
taining the names of angele; took no oath but were absolutely 
truthful and famous for kindliness; kept the seventh day Sab- 
bath; worshipped Jehovah and sent offerings to the temple, but 
seem not to have sacrificed in the regular way (according to 
Philo they sacrificed no animals) and so to have been exclud- 
ed from the temple court; felt reverence for the sunlight; 
held a Greek view of immortality which did not involve the 


resurrection of the body," 
5e The Philosophic Sect. 


There also appears, according to Josephus, "ae fourth 
Vi 3 tn Dp 3 


philosophic sect." The party came into existence in Judea 
1 Bosworth, E. I., The Life and Teaching of Jesus, p. 35 
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during the boyhood of Jesus. Many young men rallied with 
the organization. Josephus thought, this led to the capture 
of Jerusalem and the destruction of the temple’ by the Romans 
in 70 A. De This movement was a protest against Roman tax- 
ation. It is headed by Judas the Galilean and Laddouk the 
Pharisee. The movement had a distinctly religious side: 
"They said that God would not otherwise be assisting them 
than upon their joining with one another in such counsels 

as might be successful and for ctheir advantage. "+ There is 
a probability that Jesus has been in contact with the revol- 
utionary parvy during his childhood in Nazareth, These in- 
fluences will undoubtedly have to be reckoned later in his 
public teaching. 

6. The Apocalyptists. 

With all the teachings of the different existing sects, 
there was a longing on the part of the people for some en- 
tirely supernatural interference in their midst. The pious 
and thoughtful Jew could not expect the coming of God's king- 
dom by military or political measures. Thus, there appears 
a group working for social justice which finds its expression 
in the Apocalyptic movement, 

Dean McCown gives a real picture of che situation when 
he says 'The Psalms of Solomon written probably a generation 
before the birth of Jesus, complain continually of the "sin- 
ners" who assail the "righteous" in their insolence, but ex- 
press the fullest confidence that God cares for the latter 


and will eventually "raise up unto them their king, the son 


1 Bosworth, E. I., The Life and Teaching of Jesus, p. 55 
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of David" who will mle in righteousness to the destruc- 
tion oft their enemies and the great good fortune of Israel, 
Likewise the assumption of Moses, written during the life- 
time of Jesus, complains that the rulers of Israel, probably 
the Sadducees, are "destructive and impious .....treacherous 
men, self-pleasers, gluttons, gourmands.....devourers of the 
goods of the poor, saying that they do so on the grounds of 
their justice,.! 

'The apocalyptic in Judaisn, then, was in opposition 
to the officials of the nation. The language we have just 
quoted, as well as the character of their beliefs, shows 
that the Sadducees had no sympathy with it. Official Phari- 
saism is also excluded by the nature of its interests and 
by the absence of any evidence of thets attention to the 
matter. It was among the people, suffering under the mis- 
government and economic exploitation of their foreign over- 
lords and Sadducean or Herodian rulers, that fertile soil 
was found for the development of the spirit of discontent 
and revolution. As in Latin countries dissatisfaction finds 
vent in armed revolution, in Russia in soviet government, 
in English speaking countries in conventions, resolutions, 
and elections, so among the Jews the one natural expression 
was in apocalyptic movements.'1 

There is every reason to believe that Jesus must have 
heard it taught or preached in some gathering. For Dean 
McCown believes that tthe apocalyptic movement must have 


influenced great multitudes. Certainly it played a large 


part in the beginnings of Christianity.' ‘They believed 
1 McCown, C. C., The Promise of His Coming, pp. 94, 95. 
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and taught that the "Last days" were come. ‘The times were 
so evil that God could no longer endure the sins of the un- 
righteous and the sufferings of the pious, t> 

The common people as a whole will follow the group which 
can give them greatest satisfaction. The body of the nation 
naturally looked to the scholarly scribes for religious leader- 
ship and the scribes were generally the Pharisees. The people 
would accept their spiritual leadership due to their stand 
for the great fundamental truths of religion. This is always 
apparent and appeals powerfully to the hearts of those who are 
religiously inclined. 

With such a wonderiul background, we ought at least 
have a comprehensive insight of the life of the people of 
Palestine in the time of Jesus. Everywhere one goes, there 
is the background of Roman power, the emperor, the provincial 
governors, the soldiery. On the other hand, one sees, the 
Jewish religion, the Temple, the sects, Scribe and Pharisee, 
Sadducee, Essene, Zealot and the apocalyptist, the curious 
Jewish customs and above all, there is the open-door, sunny 
life of an oriental country. 

Be. The Sources of Our Knowledge 

It will be of great value to the student of the life 
of Jesus to be familiar with the sources of his life. There 
is no historical evidence that Jesus ever wrote down his 
teachings. It was a common practice of the rabbis, thus, to 
depend entirely upon their disciples to preserve and transmit 


their instructions. In Jesus! day, the ideal disciple was 


"one quick to hear and slow to forget." The favorite maxim 
1 Mc Cown, C. C., The Genesis of the Social Gospel, p. 319 
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of the scribes was “when a scholar of the scribes sits and 
forgets a word of his Mishna, they account him worthy of 
death." Jesus expects his disciples to grasp cvhe fundamen- 
tal principles of his priceless message to humanity. Jesus! 
personality and work were dynamic and torceful to make indel- 
ible impression upon the minds of che few chosen disciples. 
His teachings were simple and easy to understand and difficult 
to forget. He uses familiar parables, picturesque metaphor, 
common proverb, epigrammatic precept, and vhought=-provoking 
paradox which are easily comprehended by the mass of the peo- 
ple. Once the disciples are taught, it could never be for- 
gutten, for it would be fixed in vheir memories by constant 


repetition as they went about by teaching and preaching. There 


is every reason to believe that after the death of Jesus they 
retained a remarkably faithful impression of his life and teach- 
ing. They were very much enthsiastic in passing to others che 
stories that illustrate his teachings and other important inci- 
dents of his public ac.ivity. Thus, it becomes necessary that 
the record of the life and work of Jesus be written for the 
instruction of the rising generation and of newly converted 
christians. 

1. The Epistles of Paul 

Our main source of information is the four Gospels. Out- 
side of the Gospels, we have several well-authenticated sayings 
of Christ, but they offer nothing new or different. It will be 
convenient, at the beginning of the study of the life of Jesus, 
to have some understanding of the nature of our sources of in- 


formation. The first three Gospels have certain common character- 
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istics which mark them off from the fourth. Thus, they are 
commonly known as the Synoptic Gospels, 

Sometimes we are misled to believe that the Gospels, as 
it 1s found in our New Testament books were the first to be 
written. Biblical scholars believe that the Kpistles of St. 
Paul were probably all written before the earliest of the gos- 
pels. But this does not mean that the materials of the Gospels 
were not in existence. The apostolic traditions of what Jesus 
did and taught were in existence in one form or another from 
the beginning of the Christian church. ‘These teachings were 
familiar to the early christians many years before Paul had 
written the earliest of his Epistles, such as the first Epistle 
to the Thessalonians. 

Taking for granted that the Bitaties of Paul were written 
prior to the compilation of the Gospels, we can vtherefore say 
that the earliest existing references to events in the life 
of Judas is given to us in the epistles of Paul. The following 
verses are some of his statements about Jesus Christ. "For I 
delivered unto you first of all that which also I received 
that Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures; and 
that he appeared to Cephas; then to the twelve; then he appeared 
to about five hundred brethren at once, of whom the greater 
part remain until now, but some are fallen asleep, Then he 
appeared to James, then to all the apostles; and last of all, 


as Lo the child untimely born, he appeared to me also." 


This 
was an account of the appearance of Jesus after his death and 


resurrection. Then we may also further gather other facts 


from Jesus! life in other epistles. He said, "Concerning his 
epeegienet 0 hee 15.5-8 
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Son, who was born of the seed of David according to the flesh. 
"Have this mind in you, which was also in Christ Jesus: who 
existed in the form of God, counted not the being on an equal- 
ity with God a thing to be grasped, but emptied himself, tak- 
ing the form of a servant, being made in the image of men; and 
being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, becoming 
obedient even unto death, yea, the death of the cross."* "For 
ye know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ that, though he was 
rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, that ye through his 


poverty might become rich."° 


In these passages, Paul portrays 
to us the very existence of the historical Jesus. He pointed 
out clearly his descent from Abraham and David, his life of 
obedience, and his poverty. A life of Jesus based on the 
epistles of Paul would be meager, compared with the Gospel 
record. However, if we had not the gospels, it would be of 
inestimable value. From these writings alone we could learn 
the great capital facts respecting Jesus. 

2. Secular History 

Secular history knows very little of the obscure Gali- 
lean. Nevertheless, chey could tell us something which are 
of vital importance to the students of the life of Jesus. 
Josephus, the Jewish historian, mentions Jesus in one passage 
(Ant. XX.9.1) and probably also in another (Ant. XVIII. 3.3) 
Tacitus, the Roman historian, speaks of him in his annals 
(XII. 4.4), as also Pliny in his letters (X. 96), to which is 
to be added a possible reference in Suetonius (Vita Claud. 


ce. XXV) The Talmud, the great Jewish law book, repeatedly 


refers to Jesus under thinly veiled disguises. 
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It has valuable information which should be read by the 
Svudent of the life of Jesus. Especially, the book is writ- 
ten by a Jewish scholar of great reputation. 

5. The Four Gospels 

The main sources of the life of Jesus which are the 
four gospels, are very familiar to us. I do not need to dis- 
cuss them in full, inasmuch as we use them in our studies, 
In Kent's study of the first three gospels, he finds that a 
comparison of vuhe firsve three gospels shows that they agree 
not only in general order but also in contents. MThree-fourths 
of vthe Gospel of Mathew is pracvically a duplicate of Mark, 
and eleven-twelfths of the entire Gospel of Mark is reproduced 
in the same or in a slightly variant form in Mathew. With 
three or four exceptions, Mathew quotes either wholly or in 
part, every narrative found in Mark. If the Gospel of Mark 
were tO be lost, nearly three-fourths of it could be found 
in or reconstructed from Luke. ‘The material found in Mark 
but not in Mathew or Luke represents less than an ordinary 
chapter.? 

Before presenting the contents of the gospels, let us 
note anucher source of a collection of che teachings of Jesus 
commonly referred to as Q ("Quelle," "source"). Mathew and 
Luke might have inserted in their writings neartiotte from Q, 
the collection of teaching. There is a possibility that some 
of Q may be also in Mark. But it is obvious that the compilera 
of the Mathew and Luke Gospels both used other sources written 


or oral in addition to Mark and Q They have different points 


1 Kent, C. F., The Life and ‘leachings of Jesus, p. 19 
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of view in the narratives about the birth and infancy of 
Jesus. In Mathew we find many references about the Old 
Testament prophecies which might have been taken from very 
early collections. On the other hand, Luke had access to 
somewhat extensive sources. He related some interesting 
narrative not found in any’of our Gospels, for instance, the 
story of the good Samaritan, Mary and Martha entertaining 
Jesus, the prodigal son, the rich man and Lazarus, the Phari- 
see and the Publican at prayer, the ten lepers, Jesus in the 
home of Zaccheaus, the penitent brigand on the cross, the two 
disciples meeting Jesus on the way to Emmaus, etc.t 

There remains to be described briefly each of our four 
gospels. Our Greek gospel according to Mark is the oldest 
of the three. I shall therefore begin with the Gospel accord- 
ing to Mark. 

The compiler of this Gospel had in mind Gentiles who had 
not yet become Christians, for he makes very slight reference 
to the Jewish scriptures. In regard to the story of Jesus, 
it seems vo De reproduced from memory which retains fresh 
personal impressions of events as they occurred. It had not 
infancy stories and no account of Jesus! appearances after 
his resurrection. For Biblical scholars believe that the two 
oldest Greek manuscripts, and some other authorities, omit from 
verse nine to the end. He is portrayed in the gospel as a man 
who loves and sympathizes the human need. He came to his own 


home but was unable to do any mighty works. (6.5) He spent 


many early morning hours in earnest prayer. (1.55) His family 


1 Bosworth, E. I., The Life and Teaching of Jesus, p. 9 
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tried to stop his activity (3.20f). Others thought he was 
insane. He performed miracles, such as healing the blind 
man (8.c4ff) and described the different stagés of remedy. 

He is fond of children (9.56; 10.16) He loves the rich 
young man (10.21) as well as the shepherdless masses of 
common people. It is this majestic figure of Jesus, as he 
walked and worked and taught among men that has impressed the 
writer. And it 1s toward this goal, he seeks to put forth 
the vivid, concise, and dramatic story of Jesus before his 
readers. 

In the Gospel according to Mathew, Jesus is presented as 
the great teacher. It is written mainly or distinctly to the 
Jews. He tries to demonstrate that Jesus and his work are the 
fulfilment of the older messianic prophecies. For this very 
reason the gospel contains many quotations from the Old Testa- 
ment. As to the life of Jesus, the author introduces his nar- 
rative by an account of the birth of Jesus, of the ministry of 
John the Baptist, and of Jesus! baptism and temptation and 
withdrawal into Galilee (1-4.17) Then the rest of the chapters 
devoted to the teachings of Jesus concerning the law of the 
kingdom of heaven and a series of great miracles confirming 
the new doctrine. He wishes further to convince men that Jesus 
is Israel's Messiah, although, we find that he recognizes the 
freedom of the new faith from the exclusiveness of the Jewish 


feeling. For instance, the choice of Galilee for the Messianic 


~ ministry (4.12-17), the comment of Jesus on the faith of the 


centurion (8.9ff) and especially the last commission of Jesus, 


(28.18ff) These are evidences to prove that Jesus is not only 
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the Messiah of the Jewish people but also the Savior of the 
world. Such is the picture of the historical Jesus in "this 
most important book ever written." 

| The Gospel of Luke is quite different in spirit from 
either Mark or Mathew. It is entirely free from the Jewish 
exclusiveness which characterizes the Mathew Gospel. It aimed 
to point out to all men the way of life. It has an excellent 
historical setting, although, the gospel was in common with 
Mathew and Mark. The author adds in his account the birth 
and boyhood of Jesus which is not found in Mark. The order 

as a whole is almosu che same. His account of the rejection 
at Jerusalem, the crucifixion, snd resurrection, follow in the 
main the same lines as Mavhew and Mark. As was already stated, 
he gained his knowledge from other sources; thus, he inserted 
many stories which are not found in the other gospels (19.28- 
24.53). Luke was a physician and would naturally use medical 
terms and phrases. Striking contrasts abound, for example, 
between light and darkness, the rich and poor, God and satan. 
As a whole, this is a gospel of repentance. The trend of 
thought is forgiveness and faith which are characteristic notes. 
There is every reason to believe that che author designed to 
give a systematic and complete picture of both the life and 
teachings of Jesus. 

The Gospel of John is entirely different from the three 
Other gospels. Jesus is portrayed here as a theological Christ. 
The gospel was probably written to maintain the faith of the 
readers in Jesus as the Christ, the Son of God, and as also 


their spiritual life in him. The aim of the author is definitely 
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stated, "that you may believe that Jesus is the Messiah the 

Son of God, and that believing you may have life in his name. "+ 
The teachings are presented with the aid of a great variety of 
allegorical figures, as, for example, the bread of life, the liv- 
ing water, and the vine. The author did not present what Jesus 
actually did and taught but to substantiate the beliefs regard- 
ing him that we may find true life in Jesus Christ, 


C. The Ministry of Jesus 
1. The Date 


The length of the public ministry of Jesus was one of 


the earliest questions which arose in the study of the four gos- 


pels. 'It is scarcely necessary to do more than this', said 


Klausner, 'since, according to the Synoptic Gospels, his ministry 
was not prolonged more than a single year (29-30 C.E.) The fourth 
Gospel makes it last three years, and this was the opinion of the 
early fathers, Origen, Irenaeus, Eusebius and Epiphanius; but 
Clement of Alexandria and Julius Africanus considered that it 
lasted one year only, and Irenaeus, contrary vo the resvu of his 
writings, says in one place that the ministry of Jesus lasted 
"only one yéar and a few months," and this is the view of most 
modern scholars. In so short a period it would be difficult to 
find a gradual development in activities and teaching: a few 
landmarks’ here and there are all we may expect." 

In the discussion of dates of the birth and ministry of Jesus, 


George A. Barton summarizes them as follows:- 


Birth of Jesus & B. 
John the Baptist 

began to preach 28 A. De 
Jesus baptized 28 A. De 
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First Passover in his Ministry 29 A.D. 
Second Passover and Crucifixion 30 A.D. 


However, the above mentioned dates are not by any means 
settled and the subject is open for furvher study and inves- 
tigation. At the conclusion of Barton's discussion, he said 
1it must be born in mind that no one of the dates mentioned 
is absolutely certain. In a part of the evidence for every 
one of them there is an undermined factor. In the present 
state of our knowledge, however, they are more probably right 
than any other dates, and we may tentatively take them as a 
working theory.'! 

2. Jesus in Private Life. 

We know very little about the details of Jesus' life 
before he became a public character. In Luke 2.22-29, we 
read that when Jesus was vhirty-four days old he was brought 
to be presented in the temple with a sacrifice of a pair 
of turtle doves. This was done in accordance with the law of 


Lev. 12.6. During the ceremony, Jesus was blessed by the aged 


Simeon and Anna who recognized in him the long expected Messiah. 


Then we note later in Luke 2.41-50, it contains an incident out 
of the boyhood of Jesus in which his early and intense interest 
in the discussion of religious truth appears. At the age of 
twelve years, he went up to the Passover festival in Jerusalem. 
He broke away from the company of his parents to stay a 1ittle 
longer in Jerusalem. He was probably hoping to follow later 

in company with other Nazareth friends. When his parents found 
him not with them, and uhey turned back to search for him, they 


found him in the temple listening to the discussions of the 
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famous Jerusalem rabbis, asking them questions and giving 
remarkably vhoughtful replies to their questions. Here ends 
the explicit information about Jesus! early private life. 

However, we know that he lived in Nazareth, a town of 
Galilee, situated near some of the great roads that connect- 
ed the further East with the Mediterranean and Egypt. Al- 
though, Dr.McCown vuhinks, 'that Nazareth was so unimportant 
that Josephus, who, as Jewish generalissimo a generation la- 
ter, organized the whole region tor defense against the Romans, 
never mentions it. So unknown is it to history that a consid- 
erable body of crivical opinion has denied its existence in 
the days of Jesus. It was not an auspicious center from which 
to inaugurave a world revolution. Yet vhe quiet country village 
was for all that che kind of place best suited to train the 
leader of the new "“proletarion movement" which was intended 
to transform human society, !+ 

It was in Nazareth that Jesus had the experience of home 
life which is so fundamental in the development of character. 
He was the oldest son in a rather large family of children, 
The names of his fous brovhers were James, Joses, Simon and 
Judas. He had also several sisters. It might have been that 
some of them were married to some of the men in Nazareth. ‘The 
Nazareth neighbors once said, "His sisters are they not all 
with us." (Matt. 13.55f) Since his father was not mentioned 
‘in this connection he must have been dead. Thus, he became 
the head of cuhe family and naturally charged with the respon- 


sibilities of a father. It is no wonder that he knew from 


experience the anxieties of the poor which he spoke with such 
1 McCown, C. C., The Genesis of the Gospel, p. 331 
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effect later in his public teaching. He has to work hard to 
make both ends meet. 

The discipline of business life has greatly influenced 
the formation of che character of Jesus in Nazareth. He is 
called "the carpenter" and the carpenter's son".+ It is but 
natural that he would have become familiar with the petty 
side of human nature. He would have dealt with various types 
of men skilled in the tedious process of orienval bargaining. 
He would have made the simple furniture of the house or built 
a regular bungalow for his customers. He might have been emp - 
ployed by some business firm or may have looked for men to 
work for him. 

With this noble profession, he had been privileged to 
be in close social convact with friends and neighbors. He 
Was amiable and ever ready to take part in any worthy enter- 
prise in the commnity. He attended the wedding celebration. 
He may have helped them in their preparation and in che hour 
of merry-making, there is no doubt, that he had contributed 
Lo make the wedding feast a social success. At the death 
bed of his father and other relatives, Jesus may have shared 
the pang of sorrows and perchance took part in the funeral pro- 
cession. He understood the group that had walked wailing be-. 
hind the bier of the dead. And as Jesus moved from one place 
to another, he had always been 'moved with great compassion! 
to see the miserable condition of men. 

Then as a boy who had been brought up in a religious 
home, vhere is every reason to believe that he was regular in 


his attendance in the Synagogue. He probably listened very 
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attentively to the messages of the scribes and the rabbis, 
He may have had the chance to study the scripvures. During 
the class hours and outside of them, rare opportunity was 
afforded to make friends with his neighbors, 

On the other hand, Jesus may have taken part in the 
friendly cunversation about the politics of the country, the 
burden of heavy taxes, the revolutionary spirit of Judas and 
Laddouk. He cannot be silent with the vital issues of the 
day. As a loyal citizen of his country, he may have given his 
Opinion. ‘there is no doubt that he heard the pros and cons of 
the questions either in his workshop or at the market place and 
in vtvhe gallery of the Synagogue. 

Dean McCown was perfectly right when he said, 'that Jesus 
was a man of the country, thus, he was country-minded.' He 
thinks that Jesus understood and found great pleasure in the 
‘pleating of vthe sheep, the lowing of the cattle, the bark of 
a dog, the cry of a jackal, the soughing of che wind, the twitter 
of the birds, the green of the grass, the colors of the flowers, 
the waving of the grain fields, such sights and sounds suggest 
joys to the country minded which are more satisfying than the ex- 
citing pleasures of the city. The commonest incidents of village 
and country life had ror him vuhe highest significance. In the 
falling bird, the blooming Trlower, the sower broadcasting his 
seed, the shepherd seeking his sheep, the poor woman hunting 
her coin, he saw the deepest meanings. One of whe great services 
which he has rendered the world is that he has thus dignified 


and glorified the ordinary experiences of life,! 
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With all the elemental relations and influences of the 
home, with friends, with work, and with the background of 
the country-life, positively contributing to the making of 
Jesus' character, he grew. It made him master of the situ- 
ation. He never failed to solve even the mosu perplexing pro- 
blems. For he really understood men as no one else has ever 
achieved to understand them. 'He knew both the work and che 
worries of a laboring man's life, vuhe terror of war, the pinch 
of poverty, che haunting fear of unemployment, the long anxiety 
of years of draught, che grim spectre of famine, the insolence 
of the wealthy employer, the callous heartlessness of the suc- 
cessful merchant. His living was earned by hard rough labor 
with the simplestand crudest of tools in shaping rude beams 
and doors and rustic yokes and plows such as the Orient still 
uses. His sympathies would navurally lie with simple, hard- 
working people and with unostentatious ways of living, 

It is wherefore apparent thau he saw life as it was, from 
the human stand point of view. 'He saw the good and che bad, 
the compassionate and forgiving, the spiteful and vengeful, 
the pure in heart, che poor in spirit, the meek, the proud and 
the convemptuous. He saw life as it was and as it ought to be. 
He saw exactly what was needed. He thought long over the revol- 
utionary plans and propaganda of Judas of Gamala or his success- 
ors. He watched young men of his own age leave home with the 
light of adventure in -ctheir eyes to conspire with the revolu- 
tionists. He saw a better way, a way that grew brighter and 


seemed always truer as he held it up before the Heavenly Father. !2 


1 Bosworth, E. I., The Life and Teaching or Jesus, p. 59 
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Such is the training and practical educational career of 
Jesus before he made his appearance to che public as a teacher. 

Se Jesus Appearance vo Public Life. 

There is probability that Jesus began his public minis- 
try when he was thirty years old. It was in the midst of revol- 
ution, ‘the political revolutionary movement of Judas and Laddouk, 
or their successors in leadership which were considered a move- | 
ment exclusively religious and was highly developed in the north, 
However, it was stirring the hearts of vuhe people in the south, 
in Judea. ‘These were days of great trial. The whole country 
was in uhe air. They needed a real leader to guide the destiny 
of the fatherland. While the revolutionists were presenting 
their cause and urging men to resent taxation, the prophet 
John was urging men to repent of their sins. In Mark 1.4f, we 
read that John came who baptized in the wilderness and preached 
the baptism of repentance unto remission of sins. And there 
went out unto him all che country of Judea and all chey of 
Jerusalem and were baptized of him i the river Jordan confess- 
ing vheir sins', John preached and denounced the great national 
Sins, such as, racial pride, greed for money and indifference 
to human need. He appealed to the officials, soldiers, and 
publicans to be honest and to be quick to relieve ‘the needy.! 

No doubt that his message was like that ot che most ethical 
of vuhe old Hebrew prophets, whose teaching Jesus had studied 
from boyhood at home and in the Synagogue. 

In vthe course of time Jesus appeared among che crowds at 


the Jordan and went down into the baptismal waters with the rest. 
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The Synoptic Gospels describe that the heavens were opened 

as Jesus was coming out of the water. A voice from heaven 
was heard calling him the Beloved Son. A dove which is be- 
lieved to be the Holy Spirit came down to him. The compiler 
of vhe Gospel seems to indicate or to mean that Jesus is an- 
nounced by God from heaven to be the Messiah, although this 
was nov fully undersvood by them, When Jesus came to the Jor- 
dan, he was a mature man with years of experience on the great 
themes of religion. He did not hesitate to identify himself 
with John's movement for he found that his ideas were in har- 
mony with the teaching of the prophet John, 

After his baptism which was followed immediately by a 
rigid temptation in vune wilderness, Jesus resolved to preach 
repentance in connection with che approach of the kingdom of 
God. Thus, he finally abandoned his work as carpenter and 
devoted all his time to preaching and teaching. For his 
first audience he had four men, two pairs of brothers whose 
ardent faith he must have known in ivhier times. It might 
have been in those days when he labored as a carpenter in 


Nazareth.+ 


Jesus might have known that there would be opposition in 
Jerusalem and Judea, thus he hoped to get thorough possession 
of Galilee. He therefore shared his work in Galilee with 
trained assistance, 

Galilee was situated in the extreme north of the four 
provinces into which Palestine was divided. It was not very 


large and was sixty miles long by thirty broad. It consisted 
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for the most part of an elevated plateau, whose surface was 


varied by irregular mountain masses. The whole province was 


very fertile, and its surface thickly covered with large 


villages and towns. But the center of activity was the basin 
of the lake, a sheet of water thirteen miles long by six broad. 
In Jesus! time, it contained the chief cities, such as Caper- 
naum, Bethsaida, and Chorazin. The whole shore was thickly 
populated and beautiful towns and villages attracted people 
from other sections of the country to settle nearby. Crops 
and fruits of every description were abundant which the fields 
yielded so richly. The waters of the lake contained various 
kinds of fish, affording employment to hundreds and may be 
thousands of fisherman. The great highways from Egypt to 
Damascus, and from Phoenicia to the Euphrates, passed through 
this section of the country. On the waters, thousands of boats 
for fishing, transport and pleasure moved to and fro, so that 
the whole region was the center of energy and prosperity. 

When Jesus came back to his home town with his disciples, 
he was probably anticipating an enthusiastic welcome. Et 


would be natural and proper for him to go directly to the old 


home, hence visited the old shop, the old synagogue and school 
of his boyhood. Then probably made occasional calls at the 
homes of his brothers and sisters, brother-in-laws, nephews and 
nieces. He was very much disappointed and dismayed for every- 
where there was a cold reception. The folks seemed not to pay 
much attention to him. In his own language, he found himself 

a "prophet without honor" not only “in his own country" but 


even "among his own kin and in his own family." 
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There is probability that Jesus made two visits to 
Nazareth from Capernaum. His good work at Capernaum made 
it possible for the folks of Nazareth to demand of him a 
sort of sign of his power. One Sabbath however, Jesus went 
to the Synagogue. He was requested to give an address to 
the congregation. According to this account Jesus began 
his address by reading from the Isaiah roi? a parable which 
he either selected himself or which was a part of che ass- 
igned scripture reading for the days "The spirit of the Lord 
is upon me, because he anointed me to proclaim release to 
the captives, and recovering of sight to the blind, to set 
at liberty them that are bruised, to proclaim the acceptable 
year of the Lord." (Luke 4.18f) 

After the service, the people were demanding a sign for 
it had been reported what he had done in Capernaum, but he 
refused their request. This caused a stom of jealously and 
wrath and he was hurried out of the Synagogue. Luke's grate- 
ful style obscures the real ugliness of the action he described, 
"He said unto them, Doubtless ye will say unto me this parable, 
Physician heal thyself; whatsoever we have heard done at Cap- 
ernaum do also here in thine own country. And he said, Ver- 
ily I say unto you no prophet is acceptable in his own coun- 
try. But of a truth I say unto you, There were many windows 
in Israel in the days of Elijah, when the heaven was shut up 
three years and six months, when there came a great famine 
over all the lands; and unto one of them was Elijah sent but 
only to Zarephath in the land of Sidon, unto a woman that 


was a widow. And there were many lepers in Israel in the time 
© isaiah 61.1f 
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of Elisha the prophet and none of them was cleansed, but only 
Naaman the Syrian. And they were all filled with wrath in the 
Synagogue as they heard these things; and they rose up and 
cast him forth and out of the city, and led him unto the brow 
of the hill whereon their city was built, that they might 
throw him down headlong. But he passing through the midst of 
them went his way." 

After this experience in Nazareth Jesus pushed his Gali- 
lean propaganda with great energy. He came to Capernaum and 
there began his Galilean work. He made this important city 
as his headquarters, and from this center he made tours in 
all directions visiting the towns and villages of Galilee. 
Within a brief period of time, he became the main issue of 
conversation among the country folks i. the entire province. 
Crowds began to gather around him. The news spread far and 
wide beyond Galilee and brought a great muliitude of people 
from Jerusalem, Judea, Perea, and even Idumea in the far south 
and Tyre and Sidon in the far north. 

In order that the work could be carried out more extensive- 
ly, he used for this purpose the twelve men whom he had appoint- 
ed at the private meeting in the hill country about Capernaun . 
These men were undoubtedly selected on account of vheir fit- 
ness for such work, They must have been men who were able 
to communicate ideas and conduct a platform or conversational 
propaganda. They must have been men of sufficient force and 


courage to stand their ground against adverse criticism. Their 


names appear in the Synoptic Gospels and in Acts, although 
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there seems to be indicated some doubt regarding the exact 
personnel of the group, for in no two are the lists exactly 
alike. 

They were sent out in pairs because vthe word of two 
witnesses would have more weight in the presentation of 
the teaching of Jesus. They preached the nearness of the 
kingdom, thus, pleading the people to live a better life in 
order to be ready for its coming. They tried with great 
Success to exercise demons using a formula which had in it 
‘the name of Jesus.” It was probably the fame of Jesus as 
the mighty prophet of God, the herald of the Judgment Day 
Which made his name terrifying to all demoniacs. They 
affected many cures by rubbing oil on the bodies of the sick 
and perhaps by using the name of Jesus. 

Then in Luke's Gospel, there is also an account of send- 
ing out of the seventy picked individuals. They were commiss- 
ioned to go out,two by two, as the regular disciples of Jesus. 
Their equipment and conduct were to be like those prescribed by 
Jesus for the twelve.” Jesus had much faith in his workers 
and firmly believed that their labor would not be in vain, 

So when they reported of the wonderful success which was accom- 
plished in connection with their ministry, Jesus assured them 
that this was only but the beginning, a greater task and more 
wonderful experience was yet awaiting them in the future. This 
is clearly portrayed in the gospel: "The seventy returned with 
joy saying, Lord, even the demons are subject to us by thy 


name. But he said to them....do not rejoice in this, that 


the spirits are subject to you, but rejoice that your names 


a: Mk. 6.7-13 
2 Mk. 9.39 
S Luke 10.1-20. 
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are enrolled in the heavens." We should not forget, however, 
with all the fame of Jesus! name as a popular prophet all 
through the northern country, the scribes and a few others 
were bitterly opposed to him. This is the very reason why 
he pronounced such a timely condemation. "Woe unto you 
Chorazin and Bethsaida} Tyre and Sidon would have done 
better with such a chance," 

It was in these cities that the ecclesiastical organ- 
izations were very active in giving official sanction to the 
noble movement of Jesus. There was no other step to take 


than to go ahead with the work in some far distance places, 


(a) FPlyi trip of Jesus in the region North 
at Test a Galilee 


The name of Jesus was gradually becoming a center 
of conversation in the north and east of Galilee. His repu- 
tation as the prophet of the coming kingdom, healer and ex- 
orcist won the sympathy and admiration of hosts of country 
folks in far distant regions. This is. the most probable rea- 
son which induces Jesus to make his memorable journey. Al- 
though, the hostility vf cthe scribes may have given many dis- 
turbances in his work for which he was anxious to get out of 
their sight. The points of his itinerary are far from each 
other. There is no reason whatsoever given for the trip. He 
touched the following sections of the country and in some in- 
Stances he healed their sick, such as, Tyre, Sidon, Decapolis, 
Dalmanutha, Bethsaida, Caesaria Philippi.? It was said that 


he never preached about the kingdom during this mission, 


In one of the villages of lyre, Jesus entered into the 


1 Mark 7.24-8.26 
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home of some Jewish friend. He did not like to be known by 


the public. In Mark 7.24, it says, "that he entered into a 
house and would have no man lnow it." Jesus tried co con- 
ceal from the heavy opposition of the Galilean scribes who 
were probably encouraged by thuse bitter enemies of Jesus 
from Jerusalem and neighboring places. There is every rea- 
son to believe that he was also avoiding the persecution of 
Herod who began to take notice of his work after the death 
of John the Baptist. 

During this trip, a little "pagan" girl was healed. 
Her mother was not a Jewess either by race or religion, 
Jesus took all the necessary precautions not to enter the 
home of the Gentiles. By 30 doing, the hatred of his ene- 
mies would nov be increased and thus decrease the progress 
of his mission. However, the earnestness and the extraor- 
dinary revelation of the woman's spirit convinced Jesus to 
make this an exceptional case. He told her that the evil 
spirit had left her daughter,” If we. read the story as re- 
corded by ethos” Jesus seems to be unwilling to act in the 
case. He refused even to speak to her: “he answered her not 
a word." In this particular case, the woman was by implica- 
tion a Jehovah worshipper, thus, he consented finally to do 
this great favor. 

From this section of the country Jesus went back to the 
Sea of Galilee. it was the eastern shore wuich was not part 
of Galilee. Before reaching the sea, Jesus had a very circuit- 
ous route. There is not much to say about this particular 


trip. In Decapolis, however, there occurred a healing of a 


1 Mk. 6.14ff; 
2 Mk. 7.24-50 
3 Matt. Los 22-28 
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man who had two related ailments, deafness and defective 
speech. The cure was accomplished in an unusual way. It 
was by word and by the use of saliva. This was probably 
done in this manner in order to develop in the man the 
"faith" that Jesus emphasized as so essential to a cure, 
When the man was perfectly healed, he was instructed to 
keep silence about it. The idea was to have his reputa- 
tion as a healer of disease abate so that he could come 
back again vo his teaching in a more effective way. It 
was on wuhis urip that che tour chousand men were fed by 
Jesus. It was said that the people were three days with 
Jesus and far from food, thus, they would naturally be 
hungry. The other incidents were the appearance of the 
Misrisews’ at a place called "the parts of Dalmanutha" 
in Mathew, "the borders of Magadan" They had been follow- 
ing up the steps of Jesus very closely with the hope of 
getting surer ground for their accusation. Before the de- 
parture of Jesus from Galilee, they knew very well that 
he took a public stand against their sacred traditional 
interpretation of the law. Thus, they came to "put him 
to the test," by asking him for "a sign from heaven", ap- 
parently to serve as coroboration of some innovation in 
teaching or action atv this period. Whatever might have 
been the idea of the Pharisves in asking such a sign, Jesus 
emphatically refused to give a sign.” 

Then we read in Mark 8.14-21, while Jesus was on the 


boat sailing away from the Galilean shure with his disciples 
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he solemly warned them to "beware of the leaven of the Phari- 
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sees and of Herod." The disciples of Jesus did not fully 
comprehend this statement. He had to explain in detail 
the real meaning of it. The whole thought which Jesus want- 
ed his disciples to know, was probably the danger of insin- 
cerity in their teaching. Toward the close of this jour- 
ney, Jesus found some discontent among his disciples, It 
‘was navurally to be expected for the failure of the realiza- 
tion of seeing in Jesus the Messianic possibility. Jesus 
did not take a decisive step against the scribes and Phari- 
sees, instead, wandered about in the outland. However, Jesus 
took measures to bring this unsatisfactory situation into 
the open and deal with it vigorously. 

(bob) Jesus in the Borderland of Judea and Perea 

Jesus at least for a brief period of time discon- 
tinued public teaching in the outland. He passed through 
Galilee without the least intention of doing any preaching 
or teaching. He had travelled incognito. After the renew- 
al of courage and enthusiasm, he began again to speak to the 
people, in a region nearer Jerusalem, where the Perean terri- 
tory bordered on Judea, In Mark 10.1, we read that 'He arose 
from thence, and cometh into the borders of Judea and beyond 
the Jordan; and multitudes came together unto him again, and, 
as he was want, he taught them again." Perea is Herod's ter- 
ritory. His enemies, the Scribes and Pharisees, were anxious 
vo have Jesus make some utterances that would enrage Herod 
and his wife. John the Baptist was beheaded through the re- 
quest of Herod's wife who was then his sister-in-law. They 


were badly criticized by John. Jewish law did not give the 


woman the right to divorce her husband. It was therefore, 
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considered on the part otf Herod that che spirit of John the 
Baptist had entered the body of Jesus when he said, that if 

a woman "herself shall put away a husband, and marry another 
she committeth adultery!~ The Pharisees disapproved the con- 
duct of Herod and his wife. But they did not dare to say 
anything against it. However, Herod did not molest Jesus 
during these few weeks of his sojourn in his Peraean terri- 
tory. He was probably shrewd enough to see that the scribes 
would secure the execution of Jesus, 

Jesus had been considered by the scribes as dangerous 
because he took advantage of his great popularity to teach 
disregard of che law of Moses. This was, however, denied 
by Jesus that he was against the law. He was only against 
the Scribes! interpretation of the law. With the hope of 
drawing from Jesus some utterance on the divorce question 
which might prove to be disagreement with Moses, they asked 
Jesus vo give his opinion about it. Knowing that such pro- 
Lection from the divorce document drove many women into pro- 
fessional or semi-professional immorality, Jesus took strong 
ground against the easy divorce that broke up homs on slight 
provocation and tended to result in widespread social evil. 
He told them that Moses did not favor divorce for in his ac- 
count of the creation, he emphasized the expression “one Flesh! 
In Mark 10.5-9, we read, 'that Jesus said unto them, For your 
hardness of heart he wrote you this commandment. But from 
the beginning of che creation, 'male and female made he them. 


For this cause shall a man leave his father and mother, and 


Cee enn cance seeliemosppcmeels raiesparmonsertspeaiatccansepemabicieimimneemepabraniinmaametatavagetrnnegoiomeeasatoniian 


shall cleave to his wifes; and they two shall become one flesh. 
1 Mark 10.12 


oa 
a 
mou to fixf4 


a 


a) ed 7 
Mi gawd .Siec 
<i 


. 
‘ss 


oe ne ae > 
tek eo OL wa08 
yi 7 


71 


so they that aay no more two but one flesh. What therefore 
God hath joined together, let not man put asunder," 

This question of divorce was to create public sentiment 
against Jesus. The scribes knew that Jesus would not favor 
the laxity of its observance; thus, they wanted him to come 
out openly against it. This would mean that all those who 
are victims of Jesus teaching henceforth would become indif- 
ferent to his cause. The scribes furvher assumed, that Jesus! 
attack upon these homes,would greatly lessen his influence, 
Nevertheless, Jesus made no compromise; he evidently regard= 
ed the stability and moral vigor of the home as an essential 
factor in a civilization preparing for the kingdom of God, 

In connection with this tour, Mark adds a paragraph 
revealing Jesus! feeling about chéldren,~ Among the crowds 
that flocked around him were mothers who had brought their 
children to be touched by him whom they reverenced as a 
famous prophet. Jesus was very glad to have this opportun- 
ity. The disciples thought that it would likely lessen the 
reputation of their master by public handling of babies and 
talking with their movhers. ‘they endeavored to stop the eager 
approach of vhe mothers. It was not long that Jesus discov- 
ered the unfriendly attitude of his disciples. He rose with 
indignation and told vhem that it would be necessary for them 
that they have the spirit of the children if uhey hoped to 
enver the kingdom. Jesus used the children as a living exam- 
ple of che nature of the kingdom. For in the spirit of the 
children, we find the simple, spontaneous, uncalculating spirit 


of the kingdom. Then Jesus wanted to teach the essence of life 
ee tn essence ot lite 
1 Mk. 10,15-16 
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in the kingdom which was simply daily life. ‘here should be 
that sweet and congenial fellowship in all the elemental re- 


lations of ordinary life. 

Time and space do not allow me to expound in full detail 
in regard to all the events which took place during his trip 
from Galilee to Judea. Suffice it to say, that he kept on 
preaching and teaching all the way through the land. ‘The 
same record is being made as in the early days of his work 
in Galilee. Multitudes followed him and wonderful cures 
and healings were demonstrated. He was found on the border 
of Samaria, in Perea, on the banks of the Jordan, in Bethany, 
and in the village of Ephraim. But Jerusalem, the capital 
of the Jewish nation was his main goal. 

The following is a list of some of the leading events 
which took place during his last memorable tour from Galilee 


to Jerusalem, hence to the mount of Calvary. 


The final departure from Galilee - Matt. 19.1f; 8.19ff; 
Mark 10.1; Luke 9,.51-62 

The Mission of the seventy - Matt. 11.20-50; Luke 10,1-24 

The visit to the feast of Dedication - John 9.1-10.59 

Possibly at this time: 

The parable of the good Samaritan - Luke 10.25-57 

The visit to Mary and Martha - Luke 10.58=-42 

Return to Perea - John 10.40ff 

Te visit to Bethany and vhe raising of Lazarus - 

The withdrawal to Ephraim - John 11.47-94 

Fvents connected with the last journey to Jerusalem, which 

cannot be more definitely located: 

The question whether few are saved - Luke 15.20-50 

Reply to the warning against Herod, probably near the 
cross, Luke 15.51-50 

The cure of ten lepers - Luke 17.11-19 

The question of the Pharisees concerniny divorce - 
Matt. 19.5-12; Mark 10.2-le 

Te blessing of little children - Matt. 19.13ff; Mark 10.15- 
16; Luke 18.15ff 
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The question of the rich young ruler - Matt. 19.16-20.16; 
Mark 10.17-31; Luke 18.18-30 ; 
The third prediction of death and resurrection - Matt. 
20.17ff; Mark 10.52ff; Luke 18.15-354 
The ambitious request of the son of Zebedee - Matt. 20. 
20-28; Mark 10.55=-45 
The last stage Jericho to Jerusalem. 
The blind man near Jericho - Matt. 20.29-54; Mark 10.46-52; 
Luke 18.55-453 Mark 10.46-52; Luke 18.55-45 
The visit to Zaccheus - Luke 19,.1-10 
The parable of the pounds - Luke 19.1-10 
Events and discourses found in Luke 9,.51-18.14 
which probably belong after the confession 
of Peter, and very likely to some stage of 
the journey to Jerusalem. 
Woes against the Pharisees, uttered at a Pharisee's table - 
Luke 11.57-54 
Warnings against the spirit of Phariseeism - Luke 12,159 
Comment on the slaughter of Galilean by Pilate - Luke 15.1-9 
Discourse on counting the cost of discipleship - Luke 14,.25-55 
Discourse on the coming of the kingdom - Luke 17.20-57 
Parable of the unjust Judge - Luke 18.1-8 
Parable of the Pharisee and the Publican - Luke 18.9-14 


Te concluding chapter of Jesus public ministry began 
with his arrival at Bethany six days before the Passover, 
There is every reason to believe that Jesus was given a kind 
of entertainment by his friends. On the Sabbath, (he might 
have gone after the supper at Bethany) Jesus came to Jerusalem 
and there he was welcome by the jubilant multitudes. The whole 
crowd came with greetings and proclaiming him as the king of 
the Jews. The Pharisees and officials of the land mst have 
been stirred by the throng of people who came out to pay hom- 
age to the man of Galilee. They awaited his coming with very 
mingled feeling. They hoped that some turn of events might 
give them a chance of at last suppressing him. The oppor- 
tune time came and Jesus was finally sentenced to be nailed on 
the cross. Such was the climax of the career of the Savior of 
the world. 

The following list is the last record of different 


memorable events in the last week of Jesus! life. Burton and 
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Goodspeed calls this the Passion Week, 


Saturday (7) 
Sunday (?) 


Monday (?) 


Tuesday (?) 


Wednesday 
Thursday 


Friday 


The anointing in Bethany six days before 

the Passover = Matt. 26.6-15; Mark 14.5-9; 

John La 255-12 ” Be 

The Messianic entry - Matt. 2l.l-11l; Mark 
11.1-11; Luke 19.2944; John 2,.12-19 

Visit to the temple: the cursing of the 

barren fig-tree - Matt. 21.18f, 12-17; 

Mark 11.12ff, 15-18; Luke 19.45, 47f. 

Return to Bethany for the night - Matt. 21.17; 
Mark 11.19; Luke 21.57f 

Visit to the temple: the fig-tree found 

withered =- Matt. 21.2cOff; Mark 11.20-27; Luke 
20el 

Challenge of Jesus! authority - Matt. 21.25-26; 
Mark 11.27-55; Luke 20.1-8 

Three parables against che religious leaders - 
Matt. 21.28-22.14; Mark 12.1-12; Luke 20.9-19 
The question about tribute - Matt. 22.15-22; 
Mark 12.15-17; Luke 20.20-26 

The question of the Sadducees about the resur- 
rection - Matt. 22.23-33; Mark 12.18-27; 

Luke 20.27-40 

The question of the Pharisees about the great 
commandment - Matt. 22.34-40; Mark 12.26-54 
Jesus! counter-question about David's son and 
Lord - Matt. 22.41-46; Mark 12.55ff; Luke 20.41- 
44 

Jesus! denunciation of the Scribes and Pharisees - 
Matt. 23.1-39; Mark 12.58ff; Luke 20.46ff 

The widow's two mites - Mark 12.41-44; Luke 21.1-4 
The visit of the Greeks - John 12,.20-56 

Final departure from the temple - John 12.56 
Discourse concerning the destruction of Jeru- 
salem and the end of the world - Matt. 24.1-26.2; 
Mark 13.1-37; Luke 21.5-58 

Plot of Judas to betray Jesus - Matt. 26.5ff, 
14ff; Mark 14.1f, 10f; Luke 22.1-6 

Retirement at Bethany 

The Last Supper - Matt. 26.17-50; Mark 14.12-26; 
Luke 22.7-50; John 15.1-50 

The farewell words of admonition and comfort - 
John 13,.51-16-55 

The intercessory prayer - John 17.1-26 

The agony in Gethsemane - Math. 26.50, 56-46 $ 
Mark 14.26, 32-42; Luke 22.59-46; John 18.1 

The betrayal and arrest - Matt. 26.47-56; Mark 14. 
43-52; Luke 22.47-55; John 18.1-le 

Trial before the High Priest and sanhedrin - 
Matt. 26.57-27.10; Mark 14.55-15.1; Luke 22,04-713 
John 18,.12-27 

Trial before Pilate - Matt. 27.11-31; Mark 15.1-20; 
Luke 25.1-25; John 18.28-19.16 

The crucifixion - Matt.27.52-56; Mark 15.21-41; 
Luke 20.26-49; John 19.16-57 
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Friday The burial - Matt. 27.5/-61; Mark 15.42-47; 
cont'd Luke 25.50=-56; John 19.58-42 
Saturday The Sabbath rest - Luke 25.56 


The watch at the tomb = Matt. 62-66 


D The Teaching of Jesus 


Every reader of the scripture is impressed at the simple 
teaching of Jesus. It consisted of numerous sayings, every 
one of which contained the greatest possible amount of truth, 
It was expressed in language so concise and pointed as to 
stick in our memory like an arrow. As one reads it and pon- 
ders over it, it penetrates the mind and becomes food of the 
intellect. They have found their way into the memory of 
Christendom as no other words have done. Jesus understands 
man and knows exactly their ways in all parts of life, in re- 
ligion, in business, and in the home. Aside from that, he 
had ever been a loving and accurate observer of nature. 

He understood the colors of the flowers, the ways of the birds, 
the growth of che trees, the vicissitude of the seasons which 
were associated closely in his teachings « He made good use 

of the display of his imagination. He thought in images. It 
was full of figures of speech. His preaching was alive with 
such references, and therefore full of color, movement, and 
changing forms. There were no abstracu statements in it. 

They were all changed into pictures. ‘Thus, in his sayings, 

we can still see the aspects of the time. Read the scripture 
carefully and note the inestimable value of his pictorial teach- 
ing; the lilies, whose gorgeous beauty his eyes feasted on, wav- 
ing in the fields; the broad and narrow city gates; the sheep 


following the shepherd; the virgins with their lamps awaiting 


zace'@, Ws yo i 


% j ‘aie « 
’ 
<= q"s & - @ 


— 


. . 


76 


broad phylacteries and the publican with bent head at prayer 
together in the temple is indeed marvellous. ‘Then see fur- 
ther how he pictures the rich man seated in his palace at 
a feast, and the beggar lying at his gate with the dogs lick- 
ing his sores and a hundred other pictures that portray the 
inner life of the time. No wonder "never man so spake" was 
the verdict of those who heard Jesus! words. And people came 
around to hear more of the fundamental teachings for 'they 
were astonished at his doctrine, for he taught them as one 
- having authority and not as the scribes.'! 

1. Jesus! Conception of God 

Jesus has enlarged our conception of God. He presents 
no developed system of theology. His statements in the gos- 
pel are simple and logical. "No one is good except the one: 
God" (Mark 10.18); "Everything is possible with God" (Mark 
10.27; God is the God not of the dead but of the living" 
(Mark 12.27) Then we find also that.Jesus reaffirmed the 
fundamental belief in Israel's faith: "Our God is one God" 
(Mark 12.29) It is vtherefore apparent that in Jesus! teach- 
ing of the fatherhood of God is imporvant for it has a histo- 
rical background extending through thousand of years. He 
made it possible for man to see the avidente of God in the 
world and thus build his faith on realities, 

"Te foundation of Jesus! teachings regarding God, vtvhere- 
fore, was the supreme mystery, and yet reality, of human ex- 
perience: the possibility of man's entering into personal 
relations with his divine Father. Developing the same simple, 


forceful figure, Jesus taught God's constant care and guid- 


a 


ance of each human child who turned to him in the attitude 

of submission and trust. Not only in the life of man, but 

aiso in the world of nature, in the life of the best and of 

the flower, Jesus saw the evidence of this favuherly care. 

For a cold, pitiless law Jesus substituted the consciousness 

of vuhe personal presence of a loving Favher also, and eager 

in his infinite wisdom to guide each individual in his daily 
life, Jesus taught therefore, that man was no longer the 

Slave of the law, but a child being trained by a loving parent, "1 

He made God as Father real to humanity. He purified, uni- 
fied, vitalized and raised it to its highest power. Many views 
and ideas had been taught or confused by animism, polytheism, 
pantheism and a chaos of conflicting ideas and superstitions. 
Jesus gathered all these thoughts and the experiences of men 
into one glorious and vital unity of God as Father. He paved 
the way and introduced us to God, to share his experience 
with us so that we, too, might have the liberty of calling God, 
our Father. 

There is one idea which Jesus teaches about God, accord- 
ing to Klausner, Judaism could not accept: "Jesus tells his 
disciples that they must love vcheir enemies as well as cheir 
friends, since their "Father in heaven makes his sun to rise 
on the evil and on the good, and sends his rain upon the right- 
eous and upon the ungodly." (Matt. 5.45) Here it is no case of 
Jesus! justifying himself against the Pharisees who blamed him 
for eating with publicans and sinners - “they that are whole 
need not the physician but they that are sick;" the "sick" 


are nu longer under consideration: both publicans and sinners 


al 
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are "whole" in the sight of God: sinners and non-sinners, 
evil and good, ungodly and righteous, all alike are of the 
same worth in God's sight. It follows, vtcherefore, that God 
is not absolute righteousness, but the good before whom is 
no evil. "There is none good save one, and he - is Goatt, 

The teaching of Jesus has to be different from the estab- 
lished tradition of the Jews. It is gratifying to note that 
the idea of the fatherhood of God as taught by Jesus and its 
application in the world today is met with great approval 
and satisfaction to them that are inspired by it. 

2. Jesus estimate of the Worth of Man 

In the teaching of Jesus, he emphasized the inestimable 
worth of man as God's child. We are made in his image and 
shall share fellowship with him. He valued the life of man 
so much that he was willing to pay the price through his nF 
infinite sacrifices. As we read history, we find from time 
immemorial, man had been cheap, enslaved, exploited, slain 
by thousands in battle, offered on the altars of the lust, 
cruelty and greed of his fellow-men. Jesus alone can sym- 
pathize and with a bleeding heart measure his full worth in 
the purpose of God. 

He raises man's life vo new moral heights of possibility 
and places a new ethical ideal of humanity. The saying quoted 
by St. Paul: "It is more blessed to give than to receive" 
(Acts 20.55) strikes the key-note of Christ's teaching on soc- 
ial duty. This reminds us at che outset that in service is 


to be found our true life and blessedness. The same spirit 


ee 


1 Klausner, J., Jesus of Nazareth, p. 579 


' 79 


or lesson is read to us by the parable of the good Samari- 
tan. (Luke 10.25-57) Then when Jesus was givin, instruction 
to his twelve disciples, he emphasized the necessity of ser- 
vice and humility; "Ye know that they which are accounted to 
rule over the Gentiles lord it over them; and their great ones 
exercise authority over them. But it is not so among you; 
but whosoever would be great among you, shall be your minis- 
ter; and whosoever would be first among you, shall be servant 
of all. For verily the son of man came not to be ministered 
unto, but to minister, and to give his life a ransom for many' 
(Mark 10.35-45). The estimate of service is clearly demon- 
strated in the story of the washing of the disciples! feet 
in the tourth gospel, which is set forth by action as well 
as by word. it is from the teaching and example of Christ 
that the modern emphasis on the service of humanity derives 
its inspiration. 

Dean McCown has truly interpreted Christ estimation of 
man when he said, "Jesus evaluation of vthe individual life 
as infinitely precious has universally been recognized as 
one of his great contributions to the ideals of mankind. His 
peculiar service, however, lay in extending the application 
of this valuation. In an effurt to teach che moral values of 
religion the prophets, psalmists, and apocalyptists had nar- 


rowed che circle of God's interest down to the small remnant 


who obeyed the law. Jesus found a way vo maintain the highest 


ethical standard and at vuhe same time to show that God cared 


not only for vhose within the fold but for the lost, the out- 


siders, as well. ‘The publican, the sinner, and by implication 
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the Gentile, the poorest as well as the richest, the most ig- 
norant as well as the most learned, all were under the care of 
the loving Father. Jesus! thought is nov individual, it is not 


social; it may properly be called universal humanism," 


5. Conception of the Destiny of Life 

He creates a new conception of destiny as he flings 
wide before us the entrance to endless life. He makes no 
labored proof nor cold argument for immortality. Jesus offers 
no mere selfish personal blessing in a future heaven, but the 
mighty concept of God, man, duty and service, united and 
realized in a universal and eternal kingdom of God, here and 
hereafter. This teaching is set forth emphatically in the 
Gospels: "They that are accounted worvhy to attain to that 
world, and the resurrection from the dead, neither marry nor 
are given in marriage: for neither can they die any more; for 
they are equal unto the angels; and are sons of God, being 
sons of the resurrection(Luke 20.35). The joy of the future 
life is represented under such figures as that of a banquet 
and a throne. 'That ye may eat and drink at my table in my 
kingdom; and ye shall sit on thrones judging vhe twelve tribes 
of Israel! (Luke 22.30) The future life is also represented 
as a life of service. 'Well done, good and faithful servant 
thou hast been faithful over a few things, I will set thee 
over many things: enter thou into the joy of the Lord! (Matt. 
25.21) 

4. The Miracles of Jesus. 


Besides teaching, Jesus! popularity was due to the mir- 


1 McCown, C. C., The Genesis of the Social Gospel" 
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acles performed in healing various diseases. This act has 
puzzled many students of his life. The four gospels are 
filled with such miracles so closely associated with the 
teachings of Jesus. They are so numerous that they almost 
hide the actual teaching of Jesus. This is more apparent 
in Mark who gives but little space to the sayings of Jesus. 

In this scientific age, we have to face facts squarely 
and present the teachings of Jesus in a most reasonable way. 
Klausner gives a fine explanation of the miracles performed 
by Jesus. He divided it into five types. 

(1) Miracles due to a wish to fulfil some state- 
ment in the Old Testament or to imitate some Prophet. Since 
Jesus took the place of John the Baptist, who was regarded 
as Elijah; Jesus must needs therefore he rtecel miracles as 
did Elijah and his disciples. If Elijah and Elisha raised 
children from the dead, then Jesus must raise the daughter 
of Jairus (Mark knows but this single case of raising from 
the dead) (Mark 5,.22-45; Matt.9.18-26; Luke adds that of the 
young man of Nain, 7.11-17, and the Fourth Gospel describes 
at length the raising of Lazarus, who, in the Gospel of Luke 
is a poor man depicted as dead and menvioned in a parable 
where it is said that, after his death, he was taken to 
Paradise, Luke 16.19-31; John 11.1-46). 

This is not simply to imitate the deeds of the prophets. 
It was understood in the time of Jesus to refer to the Messian- 
ic Age. it had been said of this age; "then shall the eyes 


of uhe blind see, and the ears of the deaf be opened; then 


1 Klausner, J., Jesus of Nazareth, p. 267-270 


shall the lame man leap as a hart and the tongue of the dump 


sing."+ 'It behoved Jesus to heal the blind and the dumb, 
to strengthen the lame, give hearing to the deaf and heal 


every kind of sickness. For he taught the people that "the 
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kingdom of heaven is at hand," and "the signs o: the Messiah" 


must, therefore, come upon the earth and be seen of men,.! 

(2) Poetical descriptions which, in the minds of 
the disciples, were transformed into miracles: ‘we know 
that the disciples of Jesus were mainly simple folk from the 
humble classes. ‘thus, their imagination was strong and mir- 
acles had a powerful attraction for them. There is a record 
in Mark and Mathew?!” about this strange incident. "When 
Jesus was in Jerusalem, during the week preceding Passover, 
he was hungry, and passing by a fig-tree, he looked for 
fruit to satisfy his hunger. He did not find any because 
it was not the season for figs. Mark clearly emphasises 
this fact, and indeed, the episode occurred according to 
Mark and Mathew, before the Passover when figs are not in 
season. This apt parable was transformed in the circle of 
the disciples into a strange miracle. 

(3) Illusions are the next type of miracles recorded 
by Jesus. These were imaginary visions "hallucinations" of 
simple, oriental village-folk and fishermen, for whom the 
whole world was full of marvels." 


A good.example of this is in the account of the disci- 


ples who were on the Sea of Galilee at night, in a small boat, 


Se 


1 Isaiah 55,5f 
2 Mark 11.13f, 20f; Matt. 21.19ff 
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while Jesus was left alone on shore; the wind was against them 
and they found it difficult to row. In the fourth watch of 
the night, they suddenly saw Jesus walking on the sea as 
though it were dry tae They had really thought that Jesus 
was with them in the boat. This is but one example out of 
many. 

(4) Under the acts which were apparently miraculous 
come events which happened in fact, but which have in them 
nothing of the miraculous. In Mark 4.55-41, it is recorded 
that while Jesus and his disciples were in a boat on the 
Sea of Galilee, a storm came and the waves broke over them. 
The disciples grew afraid, but Jesus was peacefully sleep- 
ing in the stern. They awoke him and he appeased them, tell- 
ing them to trust in God and not to be "of little faith"; 
and the wind fell and the sea became calm. The real truth 
about the Sea of Galilee is that it frequently becomes rough 
suddenly and just as suddenly becomes calm again. 

(5) The curing of numerous "nerve cases" is the fifth 
and last type or miracles which the wonderful cures effected 
in many kinds of nervous diseases or disorders. ‘There is 
every reason 10 believe that Jesus had a power of "suggestion" 
of influencing others. ‘Had not this been the case, his dis- 
ciples could never have held him in such veneration, remem~ 
bering every word he spoke; nor could his memory have so per-~ 
sisted and so influenced their spiritual and earthly life; 


nor could they, in their tum, have so influenced thousands 
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{and tens of thousands by the power which they had derived 
from him. This force which Jesus had, comprises some se- 
cret, some mystical element, still not properly studied by 
the ordinary psychologists and physicians and scientists, 
who are conversant only with the laws of nature so far de- 

termined by science,.! 

Jesus has always been willing to relieve the ailment 
of those who come to him for help. ‘When he saw the multi- 
tude he was moved with great compassion and healed their 
Sick.! However, we notice that Jesus disliked publicity in 
connection with his healing because he did not like to be 
looked upon as a mere “wonder-worker" whose works counted 
for more than his teaching and ethical injunctions. This 
was the secret of the power of Jesus. With his divine pow- 
er and ability to discharge his mission for the glorification 
of his Father, there is more opporvunity for him to cure 
diseases than through the medicine man in the country. 

E. The Human Character of Jesus | 

1. Sinless Life oi Jesus 
| His pure and sinless life was the crowning attri- 
inte of his character. The scriptures, which so frankly re- 
cord the errors of their very greatest heroes, such as Abra- 
ham and Moses, have no sins of his to record. 'He was tempted 
in all points yet without sin.' Every other great religious 
leader has passed through a conversion, or a period of repen- 
tance. Must it not have been because he had no sin to confess? 


Yes, Jesus was sinless; but he was so because he was absolutely 


full of love. I think man sins against God because of lack of 
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love, and sins against man likewise because of love for man. 
Here we notice Jesus for three years going about doing good, 
sharing his life with needy men. Surely, his life is a 
limitless self-giving one and shows forth the greatest heart 
of all human history. ‘The multitude oi the poor gathered 
around him as though drawn by a great human magnet. Little 
children loved him as he took them in his arms and placed 
his hands upon them. He was 'the true friend of sinners,! 
He loved those who despitely used him. He loved Peter, 

who broke his heart, cursing and swearing as he denied him. 
He loved Judas and stooped to wash the feet of the betrayer. 
Everyone of them felt the glow of his personal affection. 

2. Spirit of Forgiveness. 

Then the same Jesus, we see in his last agony, ex- 
hausted under the Roman scourging, still holding his calm- 
ness and peace. Although, he was spiv upon, nailed to a 
cross, reviled, rejected, hated and even before the cynical 


hardness and hatred of impotent Pharisees and Sadducees who 
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were leading his people to destruction, yet he cried, "Father, 


forgive them for they know not what they do." Higher than 


this, our thought of love cannot be reached. Is this going 


to be a challenge to us, to make us live more like the Master? 


Here is surely a gospel for humanity, good news for the race. 
Speaking on the character of Jesus and the secret of 

his influence, Klausner says, 'that one time we see Jesus 

indulgent and forgiving and easily appeased; he pardons his 


disciples when they commit slight or grave offences; he does 
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not play the pedant with the sinner; he knows that "the 
spirit is willing but the flesh is weak." But anovher 

time we find him utterly unbending, pedantic and passionate, 
protesting and reproving in the severest terms, To his 
most favored disciple, Simon Peter - whom but a little while 
ago he had named an enduring "rock" - he calls out, "Get 
thee behind me, Satan}" He threatens transgressors with 

the fire of hell, with "outer darkness", with "weeping and 
gnashing of teeth." He curses Capernaum, Chorazin and Beth- 
saida. He applies the hardest possible terms of rebuke to 
the Pharisees. He is capab.e even of acts of violence, of 
expelling the money-changers and dove-dealers from the tem- 
ple.! 

'These two extremes, extreme kindliness of heart and the 
most violent passion, show in him a character akin to that 
of the Prophet. Only such a man, mighty in forgiveness and 
equally mighty in reproof, could exert so ineffaceable an 
influence on all who came in contact with him, '1 

3. Love toward Men. 

Another feature of Jesus! character lies in his undy- 
ing love to men. Love to men was the passion which directed 
dna inspired him. ‘As he came out and saw the great multi- 
tude, he was moved with great compassion and hea.ed them that 
were sick.! Whenever, he appeared in public, it was a Master- 
passion, which completely swallowed up self-love, filled him 


with boundless pity for human misery. In the course of his 


career, this marvellous love shaped the purpose of his life. 
1 Klausner, J., Jesus of Nazareth, p. 40 
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It gave him the most tender and intense sympathy with every 
form of pain and misery. ‘This is the main reason for adap- 
ting the calling of a healer. Wherever help was most needed, 
there his merciful heart drew him. But it was especially 
for the purpose of saving the soul that impelled him. It 

is well said by a preacher, 'that this tulness of love to 
his Father and his fellow-men, ruling every expression of 
his being, constituted the perfection of his character, 

4. Conclusion. 

In conclusion, let us briefly summarize the historic 
effect of Jesus! life on the civilization of the world. By 
the progressive application of his principles and teachings, 
slavery was first mitigated and finally abolished, Woman- 
hood has been uplifted. Jesus gave for all time a new status 
to womanhood. She was increasingly given her rightful place 
in religion, in education, in art, in law, and in all life. 
The sick had been cared for and the vast ministry of healing 
became a real blessing to the human race. The poor had been 
helped and uplifted. The ignorant had been enlightened. 
Jesus sought to make men whole in mind, as well as in body. 
The sinful had been saved, and are being saved today and 
Jesus! work of morai uplift has steadily gone forward in in- 
dividuals, in nations, and in human society. 

Likewise, he became the symbol of unity and universality. 
His father was a peasant carpenter. His education was that 
of the village. He was not a moralist, yd he stands supreme 


in the moral sphere. He was not a professional religionist 
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or priest, yet he stands supreme in the realm of religion, 
He was not a writer, yet he is more quoted than any author 
in history and his words are repeated to the very ends of 
the world. He was not an architect, yet the carpenter of 


Nazareth became the master-builder of time. He was not an 
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arvuist, yet the works of the great masters were dedicated to 


him. He was not a poet, yet he made poetry the possession 
of the common people. He was not a musician, yet the com- 
posers often reach their highest in hyms, symphonies and 
ae in his praise. He was not a social dreamer, yet 
his life and teaching have created a social conscience, as 
Washington Gladden says, 'He plants a social standard on 


the further side of twenty centuries and bids kings, law- 


givers, prophets, and statesmen march on with all their hosts 


until they attain it.' He had no home, yet he created the 
the Christian family and secures its sanctity and its safe- 


ty through a new conception of marriage. 
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